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About TASP 

The Association for the Study of Play (TASP) is the premier professional organization in 
academia dedicated to interdisciplinary research and theory construction concerning play 
throughout the world since 1973. Presently the Association publishes a quarterly newsletter 
titled Play Review and an annual volume titled Play & Culture Studies. The TASP members 
also receive International Journal of Play. The Association's broad multidisciplinary focus 
includes the fields of anthropology, biology, communication studies, cultural studies, 
dance, ecology, education, ethology, folklore, history, kinesiology, leisure studies, 
musicology, philosophy, psychology, recreation, sociology, and the arts. 

 

Conference Theme:  Playful Communities 

The 2017 TASP conference theme, Playful Communities, encourages us to examine the 
concept of “play community”. Communities exist at multiple levels from classrooms, 
neighborhoods, and cities to entire nations and the world. No level is homogenous and 
some are more diverse than others, but transcending this diversity are the ubiquity and 
power of play. Play is especially powerful during unsettled times because it can “transcend 
emotionally the miseries of the world and allow escape into these happier, private versions 
of that world, often conjured with cognitive – even if disgusting – originality” (Sutton-
Smith, 2008, p. 97).  

In his latest book, A Playful Path, this year’s Brian Sutton-Smith Memorial Lecturer, Bernie 
De Koven, states, “If we only remembered to have fun, the whole world would become our 
playground” (2014, p. 13). He also notes that in a play community, “it’s the players, you 
and everyone you’re playing with, who determine whether the game is good enough. If it’s 
not, you change it” (2014, p. 99). In these days of global unease, it’s comforting to know that 
we have the power to make the game better so that it’s more fun for all of the players in our 
world community. 

Our second keynote speaker, Montana Miller, a scholar of popular culture, examines a 
darker side of play. In her latest book, Playing Dead: Mock Trauma and Folk Drama in Staged 
High School Drunk Driving Tragedies (2014), she examines school communities that stage the 
“Every 15 Minutes” (E15M) project, a two-day intensive antidrunk-driving program. The 
work of Brian Sutton-Smith, especially The Ambiguity of Play, clearly influences her thinking 
as she explores the fluidity of play frames, dark play, and the importance of fun and ritual 
in sustaining play throughout the E15M program.   
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Welcome from Steve M. Dubnik, President and CEO, The Strong 
 

The Strong is pleased to welcome members and guests of The Association for the Study of 
Play (TASP) on the occasion of your 43rd Annual International Conference. As the only 
collections-based educational institution anywhere devoted solely to the study of play, we 
are delighted that you have chosen to gather here to present, consider, and discuss your 
important work.  
 
The Strong is home to the International Center for the History of Electronic Games, 
National Toy Hall of Fame, World Video Game Hall of Fame, Brian Sutton-Smith Library 
and Archives of Play, Woodbury School, and American Journal of Play and houses the 
world’s largest and most comprehensive collection of historical materials related to play. 
Together, these enable a multifaceted array of research, exhibition, and other interpretive 
activities that serve a diverse audience of adults, families, children, students, teachers, 
scholars, collectors, and others around the globe. During your stay, we invite you to use 
and enjoy all these available resources.  
 
The museum explores play and the ways in which it encourages learning, creativity, and 
discovery and illuminates cultural history. In the three years since TASP met here last, the 
museum has added thousands of artifacts and numerous library and archival materials to 
its collections. The Brian Sutton-Smith Library and Archives of Play has grown to more 
than 187,000 volumes, and the International Center for the History of Electronic Games 
(ICHEG) has grown to more than 60,000 items, making it the largest and most 
comprehensive public assemblage in the United States and one of the largest in the world. 
In 2015, The Strong, in partnership with the Toy Industry Association, opened a new exhibit 
on its second floor, titled Toy Halls of Fame, a stunning state-of-the-art play experience that 
explores American cultural history through beloved toys and their creators.  
 
The museum also made current and past issues of the peer-reviewed interdisciplinary 
American Journal of Play available free online. Published three times a year, the Journal aims 
to increase awareness and understanding of the role of play in learning and human 
development and the ways in which play illuminates cultural history. In addition, The 
Strong’s editorial team for the Journal published the final manuscript of renowned play 
scholar, Brian Sutton-Smith, titled Play for Life: Play Theory and Play as Emotional Survival. 
The book features a foreword by play theorist Thomas Henricks, professor at Elon 
University, as well as an autobiographical examination of Sutton-Smith’s career.  
 
We encourage you to visit again and conduct research on site. To promote and advance 
play scholarship, The Strong invites academic professionals, independent scholars, museum 
scholars, and advanced graduate students at the Masters or PhD level to apply for The 
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Strong Research Fellowships, the Mary Valentine and Andrew Cosman Research 
Fellowships, the Frances M. Williams Research Fellowships, and the newly established G. 
Rollie Adams Research Fellowships. Fellowships provide financial support for scholarly 
play research conducted at The Strong and are awarded three times each year for periods of 
study ranging from one week to three months. Recipients must reside outside a 50-mile 
radius of The Strong and eligible research projects must benefit from access to collections 
held by The Strong. You can learn more at museumofplay.org. 
 
We hope you enjoy your conference and your time at The Strong. Please do not hesitate to 
let us know if you have questions or need assistance. 
 
 

A Message from the President of TASP 
 

Dear TASP/IPA Members and Conference Participants,  
 
It’s hard to believe it’s been a year since many of us gathered for the 2016 TASP conference 
at Rutgers, and yet…well a lot has happened in a year. We live in “interesting times,” and 
also in very serious times. The world is facing a myriad of crises—political, environmental, 
and social. Our education systems seem intent on taking the joy out of childhood. And 
there is a growing polarization between rich and poor, black and white, left and right, all of 
which appears to keep us from creating conversation with the other.  
 
So we have our work cut out for us. I believe play activists, scholars, practitioners, and 
advocates are needed more than ever. Play, as we know, is critical to everything from 
scientific innovation to culture and community building. Play is curative and it is 
transformative. It is in play that we can go beyond “what is” and create “what is 
becoming,” When we play we do not get rid of our differences, but discover our own and 
others humanity.  
 
I am looking forward to seeing all of you at The Strong Museum of Play in Rochester. The 
conference this year is aptly titled Playful Communities. As the call for proposal says, “Play 
keeps communities healthy, unified, and adaptable through times of prosperity and 
tragedy.” TASP conferences are in themselves a playful community--places where we can 
get together to explore this essential, inspiring and culturally diverse aspect of our 
existence. I am hoping that together we can also create space and time for some play 
amongst ourselves.  
 
I would like to thank the Strong Museum for their support of TASP and also the TASP 
leadership. They include the past president, Eva Nwokah; Play and Culture series editor, 
Jim Johnson; TASP newsletter editor, John Sutterby; secretary, Lynn Cohen; website and 
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Strong liaison, Michael Patte, book review editor Joanna Cemore Brigden, and outgoing 
and incoming Treasurers, Dorothy Sluss and Marcia Nell. 
 
I would also like to especially thank TASP Vice-President Rick Worch and his team for all of 
his work organizing the conference. Without them, and all the others who helped out in 
preparing for this conference, this event would not be possible.  
 
Thanks to the conference presenters who are sharing their knowledge and research on play. 
Please enjoy the conference and remember to plan to recruit more TASP members to our 
wonderful association. The world needs us.  
 
 
Carrie Lobman, TASP President  
Graduate School of Education 
New Brunswick, NJ  
Carrie.lobman@gse.rutgers.edu 

  

 
 
 

TASP Officers 
 

Carrie Lobman-President 
Rutgers University 

carrie.lobman@gse.rutgers.edu 
 

Lynn Cohen-Secretary 
Long Island U. - C.W. Post 

Lynn.Cohen@liu.edu 
 

James Johnson-Series Editor, Play & 
Culture Series 

Pennsylvania State U. 
jej4@psu.edu 

 
Eva Nwokah-Past President 
Our Lady of the Lake U. 

eenwokah@ollusa.edu 
 

Marcia Nell-Treasurer 
Millersville University 

marcia.nell@millersville.edu 
 

Joanna Cemore-Brigden-Book 
Review Editor 

Missouri State University 
JoannaCemore@missouristate.edu 

 
Rick Worch-1st Vice President 

Bowling Green State U. 
eworch@bgsu.edu 

 

Michael Patte-Membership, Website 
& Strong Liaison 

Bloomsburg University 
mpatte@bloomu.edu 

 

Dorothy Sluss-Past Treasurer 
James Madison University 

slussdj@jmu.edu 
 

Walter Drew-2nd Vice President 
Inst. for Self-Active Education 

wdrew@isaeplay.org 
 

John Sutterby-Newsletter Editor  
U. of Texas at San Antonio 

john.sutterby@utb.edu 
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TASP Board Members-at-Large 
 

Fraser Brown (International Member-at-Large), Leeds Beckett University, UK 
Joanna Cemore Brigden, Missouri State University 

Smita Mathur, James Madison University 
Tony Perone, University of Washington Tacoma 

Amy Ansong (Student Member-at-Large), George Mason University 
 

 

2017 Conference Committee 
 

Michael Bell 
Victoria Carr 
Jim Johnson 

Carrie Lobman 
Julia McCafferty 

Julie Slivka 

Rick Worch - Chair 

 
 

Conference Social Sponsors 
 

Bowling Green State University – College of Education and Human Development 
 

Bowling Green State University – School of Teaching and Learning 
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Play and Culture Studies 
 
The Association for the Study of Play (TASP) has worked for over thirty years to illuminate 
the incredible complexity and significance of play across age range, culture, and species. In 
addition to the annual conference and the Play Review newsletter, one of the prime vehicles 
for fostering an inquiry into play has been the TASP Play and Culture Studies monograph 
series. Under the leadership of series editors Stuart Reifel, Jaipaul Roopnarine, and now Jim 
Johnson, this series has contributed to the evolving scholarship on play by presenting 
theoretical and empirical research on play and culture from a variety of disciplines. Titles in 
the series include: 
 
Volume 1 – Diversions and Divergences in Fields of Play 

Margaret Carlisle Duncan, Garry Chick, and Alan Aycock, editors 
Volume 2 – Play Contexts Revisited 

Stuart Reifel, editor 
Volume 3 – Theory in and Context Out 

Stuart Reifel, editor 
Volume 4 – Conceptual, Social-Cognitive, and Contextual Issues in the Fields of Play 

Jaipaul L. Roopnarine, editor 
Volume 5 – Play and Education Theory and Practice 

Donald E. Lytle, editor 
Volume 6 – Play: An Interdisciplinary Synthesis 

F.F. McMahon, Donald E. Lytle, and Brain Sutton-Smith, editors 
Volume 7 – Investigating Play in the 21st Century 

Dorothy Justus Sluss and Olga Jarrett, editors 
Volume 8 – From Children to Red Hatters	®: Diverse Images and Issues of Play 

David Kuschner, editor 
Volume 9 – Transactions at Play 

Cindy Dell Clarke, editor 
Volume 10 – Play as Engagement and Communication 

Eva Nwokah, editor 
Volume 11 – Play and Performance 

Carrie Lobman and Barbara O’Neill, editors 
Volume 12 - Play: A Polyphony of Research, Theories, and Issues 

Lynn Cohen and Sandi Waite-Stupiansky, editors 
Volume 13 – Celebrating 40 Years of Play Research: Connecting Our Past, Present, and Future (in prep) 

Michael Patte and John Sutterby, editors 
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Conference Venues 
 

Hyatt Regency Rochester 
125 E Main St, Rochester, NY 14604 

(585) 546-1234 

The Strong Museum 
1 Manhattan Square Drive, Rochester, NY 14607 

(585) 263-2700 
 

 
Shuttle and Taxi Service Between the Hyatt Regency and Rochester Transportation Hubs 

 
Shuttle transportation between the Hyatt Regency and Rochester International Airport is 
provided by the Hyatt free of charge between the hours of 6:00AM and 11:00PM. Arrival: 
When you arrive in Rochester, call 585.546.1234 or use the courtesy telephones by the 
baggage claim area to arrange transportation. Departure: Please contact the front desk 
while at the hotel for availability and to schedule a departure. 
 
Taxi fares between the Airport and Hyatt are approximately $25 each way (7 mi). Taxi fares 
between the Amtrak Station or Bus Station and the Hyatt are approximately $8 each way (2 
mi). 
 
 

Parking 
 

Parking is available at the Hyatt Regency for a fee ($8/night for guests; by the hour for 
visitors). Parking is free at The Strong Museum on a first-come, first-served basis. 
 
 

Conference Shuttle Service 
 

For those who need traveling assistance, a shuttle service will be provided between the 
Hyatt Regency and The Strong. You must be at the designated shuttle stops ten minutes 
prior to departure. 

 
Day Hyatt to Strong Strong to Hyatt 

Thursday 8:00 am 6:30 pm 
Friday 8:00 am 7:00 pm 

Saturday 8:00 am 12:30 pm 
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Walking Directions Between the Hyatt Regency and The Strong Museum 

 
WiFi Access 

 
The Hyatt Regency offers hotel guests free wireless service. High speed access is available 
for a fee. For WiFi access at The Strong Museum, select “guest” on The Strong’s network – 
no password required. 
 
 

Session Formats 
 

Individual papers: each limited to 15 min w/no questions.; shared 15 min. at the end for questions. 
Roundtable papers: each limited to 25 minutes to present and receive feedback. 
Organized sessions: 60 min. or 75 min.; organized by session chair. 
Workshops: 60 or 75 minutes with audience participation. 
Posters: remain with poster throughout the 60-minute session to present and answer questions. 
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Wednesday Registration: Regency Foyer 
Wednesday Social: Regency Ballroom 

Wednesday Executive Committee Meeting: George Eastman Boardroom 
Thursday Movie: Regency Ballroom A 

Friday Dinner ($35 extra fee): Regency Ballroom 

Locations of TASP Events at the Hyatt Regency Rochester 
 

Second Floor 

05.15

HYATT REGENCY ROCHESTER
125 East Main Street
Rochester, NY 14604
USA

T +1 585 546 1234
F +1 585 546 6777
rochester.hyatt.com
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   Keynote Sessions: Theater 
Papers, Organized Sessions, Workshops, Roundtables, Posters: Activity Rooms B, C & D 

Lunch: Food Court & Skyliner Diner 
Refreshments: Outside Activity Rooms 

Location of TASP Events at The Strong Museum 
 

Activity Rms 

Register 
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2017 TASP Program Schedule 
 
Wednesday – Hyatt Regency  

Time Event Location 
4:00 – 8:00 Registration Regency Ballroom Foyer – 2nd Floor 

6:00 – 8:00 Informal reception Regency Ballroom – 2nd Floor 

8:00 – 9:30 TASP Executive Committee Meeting George Eastman Boardroom – 2nd Floor 

 
 
Thursday – The Strong  

Time Lobby & Activity Rooms 
8:00 – 10:00 
(120 minutes) Registration (Lobby) and Coffee (Activity Rooms) 

Time Theater 
8:30 – 9:30 
(60 minutes) 

 
General 
Session 1 

General Session (Theater) – Brian Sutton-Smith Memorial Lecture 
 

My Life in Play: A Brief, Incomplete History of Bernard Louis De Koven with Videographic 
Embellishment and Participatory Shenanigans 

 
Bernie De Koven 

 
Time Activity Room B Activity Room C Activity Room D 

9:45 – 11:00 
(75 minutes) 

 
Concurrent 
Session A 

Individual Papers 
 

Play and Playfulness in the 
Scatological Themes and 
Language of Children’s 

Literature 
 

Eva Nwokah 
Weldon Hardee 
Vanessa Lopez 
Erin Morrison 

 
The Relationship between 

Young Children’s Language, 
Creativity, Social-Cognitive 

Play, and Storytelling 
Abilities 

 
Robyn Holmes 

 

Organized Session 
 

Parental Beliefs and 
Practices about Digital 

Play: Examining Diverse 
Cultures 

 
James Johnson 

Karen McChesney Johnson 
Nesrin Isikoglu Erdogan 

Zhihui Qiu 
Pool Ip Dong 

 

Workshop 
 

The Joy of Junk 
 

Julia Kroeker 

 

Wednesday & Thursday 
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Concurrent 
Session A 
Continued 

A Comparative Analysis of 
Kindergarten and Mixed-

Age (K-2) Children's 
Scaffolding During 

Symbolic Play 
Transformations 

 
Sandra Stone 
Brian Stone 

 

  

Time Activity Room B Activity Room C Activity Room D 
11:15 – 12:30 

(75 minutes) 
 

Concurrent 
Session B 

 

Individual Papers 
 

Students' Metacognition in 
Block Play:  In-School and 

Out-of-School Playful 
Contexts 

 
Lynn Cohen 

Janet Emmons 

 
Creative Aging Through 

Improvisation in Senior Life-
care Communities 

 
Ruth Yamamoto 

 
Wit, Wonder, and Whimsy: 

The Words of Children's 
Storytelling 

 
Sara Nyholm 
Michael Bell 

 
I Still Play: Play in 

Adulthood 
 

Emily Earl 

 

Individual Papers 
 

Examining the 
Representation of Play in 

Billboard 100 Videos 
 

Amy Ansong 

 
An Evolving Aspiration 

Toward a Global Science of 
Play 

 
Michael Patte 

 
The	Territory	of	Play	

 
David Reeks 

Renata Meirelles 

 
Lessons Learned - 

Developing & Growing Toy 
Libraries 

 
Deb Willsea 

 
 

Workshop 
 

Researching 
Intergenerational Socio-

Dramatic Play 
 

Marcia Nell 
Walter Drew 

 

Time Your Choice 
12:30 – 1:30 
(60 minutes) 

Lunch on your own 
Free Strong Tours: (15-person limit per tour) 

1) Library & Brian Sutton-Smith Archives   
2) Woodbury Classroom 

 
 

Thursday 
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Time Theater 
1:45 – 3:15 
(90 minutes) 

 
General 
Session 2 

General Session – James F. Christie Memorial Symposium           
 

A Celebration of the Life and Works of James F. Christie 
 

James Johnson 
Myae Han 

Kathy Roskos 
Karen Burstein 
Sandra Stone 

 
Time Activity Room B Activity Room B Activity Room D 

3:30 – 4:45 
(75 minutes) 

 
Concurrent 
Session C 

Individual Papers 
 

Playful Communities? Re-
examining the Purpose of 
Adventure Playgrounds 

 
Shelly Newstead 

 
Risk and Resilience in 

Outdoor Play: How Adult 
Perception Impact on Trust 

in Children 
 

Martin van Rooijen 

 
Children’s Play and Its 
Sociocultural Context in 

Indigenous Communities of 
the Sierra Nevada de Santa 

Marta, Colombia 
 

Lynneth Solis 

 
Playing	Around	with	Our	
History	Clips	in	Middle	
School	Classroom	
Communities 

 
Bea Bailey 

 

Workshop 
 

4R Teaching Practice: A 
Reggio Inspired Approach to 

Play using Recycled 
Materials 

 
Laura Segatti 

 

Workshop 
 

Play and Change ~ Using 
Play as a Tool for Personal 

Change 
 

Mary Clark 

 

 
 
 
 Thursday 
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Time Activity Room B Activity Room B Activity Room D 

5:00 – 6:15 
(75 minutes) 

 
Concurrent 
Session D 

Individual Papers 
 

Theme and Variation: Play 
is One Sort of Thing - but Its 

Different Types teach 
Different Lessons - 

 
Thomas Henricks 

 
Working with Troubled 

Children: The Therapeutic 
Power of Play 

 
Fraser Brown 

 
The State of Play Research 

in the 21st Century: 
Revisited 

 
Dorothy Sluss 

 
“We’re Going to the 

Woods!” Play and Learning 
in an Outdoor Kindergarten 

Program 
 

Michael Bell 
Sara Nyholm 

 

Organized Session 
 

The Role of Play in 
Elementary Education 

 
Lora Hine 

Dr. Beth Myers 
Jenifer Wilkie 
Jenny Emerson 

 

Workshop 
 

Picture Dots: Playful 
Interactions and 
Conversations 

 
Amanda Jaksha 
Emily Earl & 
Laycca Umer 

 

Time Location of Your Choice 
6:15 – 7:30 
(45 minutes) Dinner on your own 

Time Hyatt Regency Ballroom A 
7:30 – 9:45 
(135 minutes) 

 
General 
Session 3 

Documentary Film 
  

The Territory of Play 
 

David Reeks 
Renata Meirelles  

 
  

Thursday 
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Friday – The Strong  

Time Event 
8:00 – 10:00 
(120 minutes) 

Registration (Lobby) and Coffee (Activity Rooms) 

Time Activity Room B Activity Room C Activity Room D 
8:30 – 9:30 
(60 minutes) 

 
Concurrent 
Session E 

 

Individual Papers 
 

Tag, ‘Relieveo’.  “You’re 
On”: Continuity, 

Transformation and 
Cessation in the Repertoire 

of Children’s Chasing 
Games in the 20th Century 

 
Carol Baron 

Susan Gannon 

 
Outdoor Play Memories 

 
Joanna Cemore Brigden 

 
Festivity as Playful and 

Creative Deviance: 
Exploring Transformational 

Festivals as Neo-Tribal 
Heterotopias for 

Countercultural Community 
Development Practice 

 
Kevin Wilson 

 

Organized Session 
 

Play Inequity: An Issue of 
Social Justice 

 
Olga Jarrett 

Michael Patte 
John Sutterby 

 

Workshop 
 

The Case for Play in the 
Classroom 

 
Cris Lozon 
Isabel Valle 

 

Time Activity Room B Activity Room C Activity Room D 

9:45 – 11:00 
(75 minutes) 

 
Concurrent 

Session F 

Individual Papers 
 

The Democratic 
Playground 

 
John Sutterby 

 

Roundtable 1 
 

“Where the Play Is 
Lost”: High School 

ESL Teachers’ 
Perspectives on 

Playful Learning 
and Teaching 

 
Misty Ferguson 

 

Roundtable 2 
 

Language/Literacy 
and Self-Regulation 

Impacts of 
Structure or 

Unstructured Play 
 

Ruth Guirguis 

 

Workshop 
 

Element of Play® - 
Developing a School-

Based Strategy for 
Strengthening the 

Listening and 
Language Skills of 

Young Children 
 

Lois Heymann 
Melissa Willock 

 

Friday 
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Concurrent 
Session F 
Continued 

Play-Based 
Scaffolding in the 

College Classroom: 
Incorporating Open-

Ended Course 
Elements as Part of 
Higher-Education 

Pedagogy 
 

Abby Loebenberg 

 
Terms of Playfulness:  

Community 
Conversations about 

Play 
 

Vejoya Viren 

 

Play Caravan: 
Building 

Community through 
Play 

 
Naveen Thomas 

Anu Thomas 

 
Literature Review 
of Chinese Adults’ 

Perceptions of 
Children’s Play 

 
Di Liu 

 

Going “Naturing:” 
Exploring How 
Outdoor Play 

Supports 
Preschoolers’ 

Relationships with 
Nature in a Nature 

Preschool 
 

Deepti Kharod 

 
Caregiver 

Feedback on 
Family Nature Play 

Experiences 
 

Julia McCafferty 
Rick Worch 

 

 

Roundtable 3 
 

Children’s Right to Play: Hispanic 
Teacher Candidates Learn about Play 

through Active Participation in a 
Community Play Day 

 
Diana Cortez-Castro 

 
Defeating the Dragon of Childhood 

Trauma: Themes of Resilience in Fairy 
Tales 

 
Stephanie Goloway 

 
Definitional Bias and Play Competency: 

Thoughts on Play from a Pragmatic 
Naturalist 

 
Richard Lansdowne 

 
 
  

Friday 
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Time Activity Room B Activity Room C Activity Room D 

11:15 – 12:30 
(75 minutes) 

 
Concurrent 
Session G 

Individual Papers 
 

Digital Play for Children 
Under Three: A Turkish 

Example 
 

Nesrin Isikoglu Erdogan 

 
 

He Pretends and She 
Pretends: Gender-based 

Analysis of Play of Young 
ELL Children 

 
Smita Mathur 
Reece Wilson 

Dinesh Raj Sharma 

 
A Call for Trauma Informed 

Play Spaces 
 

Sue Schlembach 

 
Built Communities for 
Nature Play: Teachers' 

Voices on Children's Play 
Experiences 

 
Victoria Carr 

Ann Rossmiller 
Sue Schlembach 

 

Individual Papers 
 

Starting Out Smart: Using 
Play-Based Technology in 

Early Childhood 
 

Caryn C. Terwilliger 

 
 

"I Didn't Think I Would 
Enjoy It": The Paradoxes of 
Videogame-Based Playful 
Community-Building for 

Older Adults 
 

Gabrielle Lavenir 

 
Technology Evolving in Play 

in Early Childhood 
 

Tivy Whitlock 
Melissa Siller 
John Sutterby 

 
Bringing Play into the 

Architecture Curriculum 
 

Julia Jamrozik 

 

Workshop 
 

Forest of Words, Field of 
Play: A Sound Playground 

for Word Nerds, Beat Boxers 
and Closet Emcees 

 
Nicole Sumner 

 

Time Location of Your Choice 
12:30 – 1:30 
(60 minutes) 

Lunch on your own 
Free Strong Tours: (15-person limit per tour) 

1) Library & Brian Sutton-Smith Archives   
2) Woodbury Classroom 

 
  

Friday 
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Time Theater 
1:45 – 2:45 
(60 minutes) 

 
General 
Session 4 

General Session – Keynote Speaker 
 

Playing Dead 
 

Montana Miller 

 
Time Activity Room B Activity Room C Activity Room D 

3:00 – 4:15 
(75 minutes) 

 
Concurrent 
Session H 

Workshop 
 

How Teacher Fears Impede 
Play 

 
Deb Lawrence 

 

Organized Session 
 

A Play of Ideas: Change, 
Transformation, and 

Unstructured Thinking in a 
Structured World 

 
Derek Paar 
Peiwei Li 

Gary Berte 
Andrew Vincent 

Emily Wilcox 
Charles Jacques 

Karissa Spurgeon 

 

Workshop 
 

A Community of Young 
Scientists: How Play 

Develops Scientific Identity 
 

Brian Stone 

 

Time Activity Room B Activity Room C Activity Room D 

4:30 – 5:30 
(60 minutes) 

 
Concurrent 

Session I 

Organized Session 
 

Fostering Childhood 
Development Through 

Varied Play Communities: 
Both Natural and 

Technology-Enhanced 
 

Doris Bergen 
Lena Lee 

Joseph Shroer 
Darrel Davis 

 

Workshop 
 

Children's Play Stories 
 

Jennefer Gehringer 

 

Workshop 
 

We're Not Just Playing 
Around: A Workshop 

Focusing on Incorporating 
Play in the Early Childhood 

Classroom 
 

Susan Welteroth 
Sarah Abbott 

Alyssa Carson 
Ridgely Eckhardt 

Brynn Musser 
Kelly Thorn 

 
Time Theater 

5:45 – 6:45 
(60 minutes) 

 
General 
Session 5 

General Session – TASP Business Meeting 
All members and interested parties are invited and encouraged to attend. 

 

 
  Friday 
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Time Activity Room A 
6:00 – 6:45 
(45 minutes) 

IPA Executive Board Meeting 

 
Time Hyatt Regency Ballroom – 2nd Floor 

7:30 – 9:30 
(120 minutes) 

Optional Cash Bar & Dinner 
Extra fee – Must confirm by Tuesday, April 4th 

Payment (cash or check) due at Conference check-in 

 
 
   

Friday 
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Saturday – The Strong  

Time Event 
8:00 – 9:00 
(30 minutes) 

Registration (Lobby) 

Time Event 
8:00 – 10:00 
(120 minutes) 

Coffee (Activity Room B) 

Time Activity Room B Lunch Room A Lunch Room B 
8:30 – 9:30 
(60 minutes) 

 
Concurrent 

Session J 

Workshop 
 

Re)creating Learning and 
Development in Higher 
Education with Play, 

Performance and Improve 
 

Carrie Lobman 
Marleah Blom 
Jim Matinez 

 
 

Poster Session 
 
Playground Physics: A Case 
Study on Promoting Science 

Education through 
Playfulness 

 
Amanda Jaksha 

Emily Earl 

 
Out-of-School Play and 
Educational Readiness 

 
Rhonda Peterson Dealey 

 
 

Play Advocacy Project 
 

Emily Haskell 
Mary Kay Gapinski-Ventra 

Nicole Dunnigan 
Nicole Capparell 
Sarah Mumper 
Tara Phlegar 

Alan Popadines 
Rachael Fowler 

 

Workshop 
 

No Play, No Gain 
 

Darryl Edwards 

 

 
  

Saturday 
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Time Activity Room B Lunch Room A Lunch Room B 
9:45 – 11:00 
(75 minutes) 

 
Concurrent 
Session K 

Individual Papers 
 

Preschool Teachers’ Belief 
Systems about Play and 

School Readiness in Belize 
 

Krysta Murillo 

 

Workshop 
 

Revisiting Simon 
Nicholson’s Theory of Loose 
Parts and Its Impact on Play 

 
Tracy Keyes 

 

Workshop 
 

PLAY OR DIE: A Manifesto 
for Pursuing the Ridiculous 
in Theory, Philosophy and 

Practice 
 

Matt Wilson 

 
 What It Takes to be an Early 

Mathematics Teacher in a 
Play-Based Classroom 

 
Jiwon Kim 

 
Remembering: Exploring 

Early Childhood Teachers' 
Memories of Play 

 
Katelyn Clark 

 

  

Time Theater 
11:15 – 12:15 

(60 minutes) 
 

General 
Session 6 

Closing Session  
 
 

Carrie Lobman, TASP President 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Saturday 
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“Playful Communities” Featured and Keynote Presentations 
 

Brian Sutton-Smith Memorial Lecture 
 

My Life in Play: A Brief, Incomplete History of Bernard Louis De Koven with 
Videographic Embellishment and Participatory Shenanigans 

 
Bernie De Koven 

 
Thursday, April 6, 8:30 am, The Strong Theater 

  
This participatory presentation traces Bernie De Koven’s playful path through life via 
fun and games. He examines distinctions between the game community and the play 
community and the importance of playfulness for making life fun. If we only 
remembered to have fun, the whole world would become our playground. If the game 
we’re playing isn’t good enough, change it. 
  
In 1971, Bernard De Koven completed work on a collection of over 1000 children’s games, 
organized according to different forms and complexities of social interaction. Called 
the Interplay Games Curriculum, and published by the School District of Philadelphia, it led 
to his founding of The Games Preserve, a center for play and game studies. During its ten 
years, the Games Preserve served many organizations and individuals, and functioned as 
the East Coast branch of The New Games Foundation. In 1978, De Koven published The 
Well-Played Game, which was re-released by MIT Press in 2013. His most recent book, A 
Playful Path, was published by Carnegie Mellon University ETC Press the following year. 
During his long career, he has designed games of all kinds: board and table games, 
computer games, social games for small and large groups, city-wide game celebrations, 
theater games, games for couples, families, children and elders. 
 
De Koven continues to explore the theories of fun and playfulness and how they can affect 
every aspect of personal and interpersonal, community and institutional health. He makes 
his work publicly available through keynotes and his two 
websites: http://aplayfulpath.com and http://deepfun.com. 
 
**************************************************************************************************** 
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James F. Christie Memorial Symposium 
 

A Celebration of the Life and Works of James F. Christie 
 

Dr. James Johnson, Session Chair 
Dr. Myae Han, Session Co-Chair 

Dr. Kathleen Roskos, Session Co-Chair 
Dr. Karen Burstein 
Dr. Sandra Stone 

 
Thursday, April 6, 1:30 pm, The Strong Theater 

 
This session is dedicated to Jim Christie for his remarkable work in the area of play and 
literacy (and related topics), as well as for the profound effect he had on the early childhood 
field, and especially on those fortunate to have known him well. His work in connection 
with TASP began in Ann Arbor in 1980 and for many years he was a regular presence, 
including various leadership roles and serving as TASP President.  Panelists have 
organized a sequence of presentations to capture Jim’s scholarly and professional work, and 
his wonderful life, sharing personal memories and testimonies in tribute to Jim’s legacy.   
 
James Johnson, Ph.D., is Professor-in-Charge of Early Childhood Education at The 
Pennsylvania State University at the University Park Campus in the College of Education, 
Department of Curriculum and Instruction.  Jim co-edited six editions of Approaches to Early 
Childhood Education, first appearing in 1987 and translated into several languages.  He is 
Series Editor for Play & Culture Studies and on the Editorial Board of International Journal of 
Play and has published extensively in this area, including the first textbook in 1987 Play and 
early childhood development and the first handbook in 2015 The Handbook of the Study of Play.  
He was a Fulbright Senior Research Scholar in Taiwan in 2000, and a past President of The 
Association for the Study of Play in 2004, remaining on its Board of Directors. He has received 
the Brian Sutton-Smith Play Scholar Award and the Edgar Klugman Award for Continued 
Leadership and Research in Play.  In 2014, he received the Penn State College of Education 
Career Achievement Award. His most recent research project is investigating parental 
attitudes and reported practices about digital play in young children in China, Turkey, S. 
Korea and the US.  
 
Myae Han, Ph.D., is an Associate professor in the Department of Human Development and 
Family Studies at the University of Delaware. Dr. Han’s research interests include 1) an 
early intervention for at risk children to support early literacy and Play, 2) implementation 
process and coaching in applied and translational research in early childhood settings, 3) 
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culturally and linguistically diverse children.  Dr. Han is a current president of Literacy 
Development in Young Children (LDYC) SIG at the International Literacy Association, and 
a past president of The Association for the Study of Play (TASP).  She has co-directed 
various federal and state funded grant projects including three Early Reading First grant 
funded by US Department of Education, Early Head Start University Partnership grant, Child 
Care Research Partnership grant funded by US Department of Health and Human Services. 
 
Kathleen Roskos, Ph.D., teaches courses in literacy assessment and intervention, and the 
English language arts at John Carroll University. Her scholarly work in early literacy 
development and education spans nearly three decades of applied research in educational 
settings. She has conducted a range of quantitative and qualitative studies that address the 
critical factors of early literacy development, literacy assessment and intervention in 
educational settings, reading educator learning and professional development for effective 
implementation of evidence-based interventions, and more recently the role of e-books in 
early literacy development and learning. She is the author of a forthcoming chapter on 
play-literacy relationships to be published in The Cambridge Handbook of Play: Developmental 
and Disciplinary Perspectives edited by Peter K. Smith and Jaipaul Roopnarine.  
 
Karen Burstein, Ph.D., is the Executive Director of the Picard Center for Child 
Development and Lifelong Learning and the Loyd J. Rockhold Eminent Scholar of Early 
Childhood in the School of Communicative Disorders at the University of Louisiana, 
Lafayette, where she leads a transdisciplinary team of researchers to develop and 
implement intervention studies related to the well-being of children, youth and families. 
For the past twenty years, she has conducted multiple studies on access to equitable health 
care and early education, as well as numerous large scale community assessments and 
evaluation studies of educational interventions. She and her colleagues have worked 
extensively with culturally diverse families and children in rural Native American and 
Latino communities. Her current research interests include early language acquisition, 
assessment of early literacy skills, and use of digital books to potentiate vocabulary 
development and early literacy skills. 
 
Sandra Stone, Ph.D., an author and speaker, is Professor Emerita at Northern Arizona 
University.  She founded the National Multiage Institute, an international leader in providing 
professional development for educators from all over the world. Dr. Stone’s publications 
and research focus on multiage education, play, and literacy. She was past editor for the 
Journal of Research in Childhood Education and for columns in the journal Childhood Education. 
She serves on editorial boards for several international research journals. 
 
******************************************************************************************************** 
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The Territory of Play – Film Documentary 
 

David Reeks and Renata Meirelles 
 

Thursday, April 6, 7:30 pm, Hyatt Regency Ballroom A 
 

In 2012, we began a 21-month journey through Brazil accompanied by our two children. We 
immersed ourselves in the spontaneous and candid expressions of hundreds of kids living 
in large cities, as well as in traditional communities: indigenous, quilombolo (traditional 
afro-descendent), seaside-fishing, and semi-arid. In total, we lived in nine different 
Brazilian states. This documentary film weaves a tapestry out of the gestures seen in 
children’s play throughout Brazil. These gestures tell stories, reveal narratives, and 
construct the unique, yet universal, language of play.  

 
David Reeks and Renata Meirelles first began working together in 2000 when they created 
Projeto BIRA - Children’s Games in the Amazon Region. Over a 5-year span, the couple 
visited communities in all of the states in the Brazilian Amazon. During this first project, 
the two established roles that remain in effect: Renata is the educator/writer/sensitive 
heart/spokesperson for the research; David is the sensitive eye/location 
researcher/electrician/film-editor/reluctant spokesperson. In 2008, Renata’s 
book Giramundo, based on research from Project BIRA won Brazil’s most prestigious book 
award, the Jabuti, in the category of Education. In 2013, Calling Quilombola, a short film 
they directed, won “Best Documentary Short” at the Chicago International Children’s film 
festival, among other awards. The Territory of Play began in 2012. In addition to the feature 
length film, the project has also produced 2 books, a 26-episode mini-doc TV series, a site, 
and a touring exhibition. In the works is a 3rd book about the whole Brazilian Territory of 
Play experience, another series of 13, 26-minute episodes, as well as a 52-minute TV 
documentary about traditional Brazilian rituals/festivities and their relationship to 
childhood. The couple is also currently working on strategies to expand their project to 
several parts of the world.  
 
******************************************************************************************************** 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



	
 

27	

Playing in the Dark: 
Ambiguity and Conflict in Studies of Belief, Drama, and Death 

 
Dr. Montana Miller 

 
Friday, April 7, 1:30 pm, The Strong Theater 

 
Montana Miller, an ethnographer and folklorist, came to academia with a unique 
perspective, having spent years performing as an aerial acrobat in circuses and theme parks 
throughout the U.S. and Europe. In her keynote lecture, she will address the challenges and 
complexity of studying ritual and belief in cultures that are perceived as “playing with 
death.” Montana’s book about mock trauma and folk drama in staged high-school drunk-
driving tragedies reveals the constantly shifting frames of play among the teenagers and 
adults who are drawn into these programs. She will discuss the discoveries she made 
during this research; what academics can learn about performance, perception, and 
fieldwork in life-and-death contexts; and how she has designed and carried out her current 
ethnographic project, an exploration of professional skydivers’ attitudes and beliefs 
regarding risk and mortality. 
 
After a professional career as a flying trapeze artist throughout Europe and North America, 
Montana Miller, Ph.D., ran away from the circus to earn degrees in Folklore and 
Mythology from Harvard University and UCLA. She is now an Associate Professor in the 
Department of Popular Culture at Bowling Green State University, specializing in 
ethnographic methods and research ethics. Montana's book, Playing Dead: Mock Trauma and 
Folk Drama in Staged High School Drunk Driving Tragedies, was published in 2012. 
Montana still performs her aerial storytelling act occasionally, as she will show you, but at 
age 40, retired from circus work, she turned her flying dreams toward the big skies; she is 
now a multiple-world record holding skydiver, and the founder and captain of the only all-
female 8-way skydiving team competing in the world today, "Blocksmiths." Her next book 
(in progress) deals with professional skydivers' beliefs and attitudes regarding death. 
 
******************************************************************************************************** 
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Creating a Culture of Play in a World in Crisis 
 

Carrie Lobman, Rutgers University 
 

Saturday, April 8, 11:15 am, The Strong Theater 
 
From the influx of refugees into parts of the world where people are already angered by 
diminishing resources to the failure of education systems to transform to meet the needs of 
children in the current century it has become painfully clear that the options currently 
available to humanity are inadequate to the problems we face. Fortunately, as Vygotsky 
points out, “If human activity were limited to reproduction of the old, then the human 
being would be a creature oriented only to the past and would only be able to adapt to the 
future to the extent that it reproduced the past” (Vygotsky, 2004, p. 15). We are a species 
that is capable of more than reproduction or even adaptation to the current conditions, we 
are, through imaginative, creative, playful activity, capable of creating something new out 
of what currently exists. Around the world there are scholars, practitioners, and activists 
who are using play in innovative ways to tap into the human capacity to create even in the 
face of instability and fear. In this talk I will explore the relationship between play and 
cultural and societal transformation, and provide three examples from among the 
thousands of people and organizations that are turning to play in response to crises and 
conflict.  
 
Carrie Lobman, Ed.D., is Associate professor and Interim Chair of the Department of 
Learning and Teaching at the Rutgers University Graduate School of Education, the 
director of Revolutionary Conversations at the East Side Institute and a member of the All 
Stars Project Board of Directors. Her research examines the relationship between play, 
performance, learning and development for people of all ages and the importance of 
outside of school programs for providing young people with developmental experiences. 
She is a trained social therapist and a core faculty member in the Institute’s international 
training programs. Carrie is co-author of Unscripted Learning: Using Improvisation across 
the K-8 Curriculum, and co-editor of Play and Culture Series Volume 11: Play and 
Performance. She received her doctorate from Teachers College, Columbia University. She 
is the current president of The Association for the Study of Play 

 
******************************************************************************************************** 
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Presentation Abstracts  
(Alphabetical by Author) 

 
Play-Based Scaffolding in the College Classroom: Incorporating Open-Ended Course Elements as Part of Higher-
Education Pedagogy – Individual Paper 
Abby Loebenberg 
 
This paper will present the value of playful pedagogies in higher education settings with reference to 
new creativity and socio-biology studies. I will introduce two models for course frameworks that use 
play-based pedagogies in college-level classrooms. I will focus on new research on immersive role-
playing formats as a scaffold to teach social science research methods to hard scientists in Honors 
courses. 
 
Abby has a PhD in Social and Cultural Anthropology and is faculty member at Arizona State 
University. Abby’s current research is interdisciplinary in nature and looks at innovating pedagogical 
strategies for open-ended, creative, courses that target students in US Honors programs. This research 
challenges the current model for what courses in honors programs look like, but it also challenges 
students to develop conceptually based, creative approaches to learning in a trans-disciplinary way. 
 
Picture Dots: Playful Interactions and Conversations – Workshop/Performance 
Amanda Jaksha, Emily Earl, & Laycca Umer 
 
The New York Hall of Science (NYSCI) supports early learning and exploration. Through the 
development of Picture Dots, a digital annotating tool for young children and their caregivers, they are 
provided a personalized context through which they can explore and learn about their world. 
 
Amanda Jaksha, Ph.D., is the Program Design Manager for SciPlay at the New York Hall of Science.  
She is a former science teacher and is passionate about helping students relate to the science around 
them. She has a Ph.D. in Teaching and Teacher Education from the University of Arizona. Amanda’s 
research interests include: science identity, environmental learning, and science education technology. 
 
Playground Physics: A Case Study on Promoting Science Education through Playfulness – Poster 
Amanda Jaksha & Emily Earl 
 
The New York Hall of Science (NYSCI) recognizes the importance of playfulness in learning, especially 
in academic domains, like science, where learners struggle to find application. 
 
Amanda Jaksha, Ph.D., is the Program Design Manager for SciPlay at the New York Hall of Science.  
She is a former science teacher and is passionate about helping students relate to the science around 
them. She has a Ph.D. in Teaching and Teacher Education from the University of Arizona. Amanda’s 
research interests include: science identity, environmental learning, and science education technology. 
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Examining the Representation of Play in Billboard 100 Videos – Individual Paper 
Amy Ansong 
 
Media in the form of magazines, television, radio, and the internet is present and infiltrates the lives of 
people daily, connecting them. As Dick Clarke once stated, “music is the soundtrack of our lives”. 
Being that music often replicates the lives of everyday people, this research highlights the music videos 
of Billboards Top 100 songs to determine if the videos reflect another aspect of human life- play and 
play behavior. 
 
A. Ansong is a Doctoral Candidate at George Mason University, focusing on play. 
 
Playing Around with Our History Clips in Middle School Classroom Communities – Individual Paper 
Bea Bailey 
 
Learn how middle graders craft Our History Clips as they play at being historians. These short, 
multimedia historical narratives are then attached to QR codes so they can trade them like baseball 
cards.  Results of an ITQ grant project will reveal just how playful and educational this practice is. 
 
Bea is a professor of social studies education at Clemson University. She encourages play in many 
ways within her middle grades MAT social studies courses. Her favorite form of play now is to have 
teachers and students play around with Our History Clips. They are up and about working in groups 
and sharing their latest video clips of their emerging understandings of social studies content. They 
play at being historians. 
 
A Community of Young Scientists: How Play Develops Scientific Identity – Workshop  
Brian Stone 
 
In this interactive workshop, participants will experience some of the benefits of scientific play 
communities, and how to build opportunities into a classroom environment that is often dominated by 
teacher-directed activities. 
 
Dr. Brian Stone is a lecturer at Northern Arizona University and specializes in instructional 
methodology in science, social studies, and math.  He is passionate about play and is an advocate for 
play in all educational settings.  Dr. Stone has researched the benefits of play in science, and includes 
the importance of play into all of his university courses. 
 
Tag, ‘Relieveo’.  “You’re On”: Continuity, Transformation and Cessation in the Repertoire of Children’s 
Chasing Games in the 20th Century – Individual Paper 
Carol Barron & Susan Gannon 
 
This paper reports the findings of a comparative study examining continuity, transformation and 
cessation of children’s chasing games from two set points in time; 1938 and 1975, from the same 
geographical location- Dublin. Material is analyzed from the Schools Manuscript Collection (1938) with 
Brady’s (1975) book ‘All in! All in!’ 
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Dr. Carol Barron has over two decades of experience researching children’s play, physical activity and 
mobility internationally. Carol has published in the field of children’s play and participatory research 
methodologies with children. She is a co-proposer of the current COST Action TD1309 - Play for 
Children with Disabilities (LUDI) and is currently conducting consultations with children (3-18 years) 
on their play and recreational needs to inform a county wide play policy. 
 
Re)creating learning and development in higher education with play, performance and improve – Workshop 
Carrie Lobman, Marleah Blom, & Jim Martinez 
 
Before young children begin formal schooling, they have become, through play, experienced and 
creative learners; however, formal education’s focus on acquisitional learning encourages most 
students to disconnect from being creators of their learning lives. Join this workshop led by 
scholars/educators who will share stories and activities of play and performance in their university 
classrooms that breathe life back into higher education. 
 
Carrie Lobman (New York, NY, USA) Ed.D., is Associate Professor at the Rutgers University Graduate 
School of Education and the Director of Pedagogy at the East Side Institute. Her research examines the 
relationship between play, performance, learning, and development for people of all ages and the 
importance of outside-of-school programs for providing young people with developmental 
experiences. Her publications include Unscripted Learning: Using Improvisation across the K-8 Curriculum 
and Development and Democracy: The Role of Outside of School Experiences in Preparing Young People to be 
Active Citizens. 
 
Marleah Blom (Cote St. Luc, Québec, Canada) Ph.D., is a graduate of the Department of Education at 
Concordia University in Montréal, Québec. Her research interests center on play and learning 
throughout human development, teacher beliefs and practices, teacher education, and faculty 
development. With degrees in Psychology, Theatre, Creative Arts Therapies (Drama Therapy), and 
Education, Marleah has years of experience working with children and adults in a variety of settings 
including daycare, hospital, clinical, school, and university environments. She believes firmly in the 
value of play and performance for learning, growth, and change for learners of any age. 
 
Jim Martinez (Jersey City, NJ, USA) Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor of Instructional Technology at the 
New York Institute of Technology, where he teaches New York City teachers to use technology across 
content areas in K-12 classrooms. He holds a Ph.D. in Urban Education. His research interests are in 
service-learning pedagogies in the context of university and school partnerships. He makes extensive 
use of improvisational performance, collaborative groups, distributed leadership, and playful 
interactions in the process of creating technology-rich learning environments. 
 
Starting Out Smart: Using Play-Based Technology in Early Childhood- Individual Paper  
Caryn C. Terwilliger 

This presentation shares the literacy and numeracy benefits resulting from a randomized, controlled 
experiment in a preschool setting where learners played interactive computer games. Research results 
and their implications for teacher practice will be discussed, as well as a demonstration of the software 
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used by the children in the study. 
 
Caryn Terwilliger is an assistant professor in the College of Education at Bloomsburg University of 
Pennsylvania. Since 2013, she has taken undergraduate and graduate students to the Loris Malaguzzi 
International Center in Italy to learn about the Reggio philosophy for teaching young learners. She has 
also taught Fine Arts and Play for the Developing Child and is currently teaching Multicultural 
Education, as well as Literature, Literacy, and Culture. 

The Case for Play in the Classroom – Workshop  
Cris Lozon & Isabel Valle 
 
Learning through play has long been emphasized as a crucial educational tool in early childhood. Yet 
play is often dismissed as a reward or an extracurricular activity for school age children. When play is 
an integral part of the curriculum, digital documentation is necessary to highlight and communicate 
the joy of learning with teachers, parents, students, and administrators. Session begins with a brief 
discussion of research supporting children’s play and then classroom examples of digital 
documentation.  
 
Cris Lozon, Ed.D., is the Director of St. Margaret’s Episcopal School's Early Childhood Development 
Center and serves as adjunct professor at Pacific Oaks College in Pasadena. Her career in early 
childhood education spans 30 years with experience in schools in Japan, Italy, the Philippines, and 
South Korea. 
 
Isabel Valle has been in the field of early childhood education for over 25 years. She is an early 
childhood teacher at St. Margaret's Episcopal School's Early Childhood Development Center. She is 
also a mentor teacher to students from UC Irvine and Irvine Valley College. Mrs. Valle holds a 
Bachelors in Early Childhood Education and a Masters in Human Development from Pacific Oaks 
College. 
 
No Play, No Gain – Workshop  
Darryl Edwards 
 
The presentation, No Play, No Gain, will include practical demonstrations, audience participation and 
engaging social interaction. 
 
Darryl Edwards, is a Movement Coach, Natural Lifestyle Educator and creator of the Primal Play 
Method™. Darryl developed the Primal Play methodology to inspire others to make activity fun while 
getting healthier, fitter and stronger in the process. 
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The Territory of Play – Individual Paper  
David Reeks and Renata Meirelles 
 
Over a 21-month period, we filmed hundreds of children at play in nine different Brazilian cities. 
Analyzing the video with a focus on the body language expressed during play, we began to recognize 
a pattern of universally detectible traits, as well as a collective memory that brings us closer to our 
human essence – something that unites us more than divides. The discoveries children make during 
play while immersed in nature, and the autonomy they achieve confronting situations that could be 
considered “risky”, are capable of revealing dormant aspects of their own existence, and ours.  
 
David Reeks and Renata Meirelles first began working together in 2000 when they created Projeto 
BIRA - Children’s Games in the Amazon Region. Renata is the educator/writer/sensitive 
heart/spokesperson for the research. David is the sensitive eye/location researcher/electrician/film-
editor/reluctant spokesperson. 

Lessons Learned - Developing & Growing Toy Libraries – Individual Paper 
Deb Willsea 
 
Toy Library environments and resources effectively empower children, families, child care providers 
and educators to engage in enriching play experiences and gain knowledge and skills to promote 
developmentally appropriate practices with children in communities, schools and child care settings 
and at home. Discover lessons learned of the what, why and how this concept works! 
 
Deb Willsea has 40 years of experience developing innovative programs through museums, libraries 
and community-based organizations. She has developed effective training and outreach programs for 
children, families and early childhood educators to enhance play-based learning environments and 
best practices positively impacting more than 350,000 children. Willsea co-founded Rochester's 
nationally recognized Toy Library, developed science, math and computer technology professional 
development programs and facilitated the start-up of George Eastman Museum's Discovery Room. 
 
How Teacher Fears Impede Play – Workshop 
Deb L Lawrence 

Teacher and administrator fears are interfering with children's development across all domains, but 
most significantly in the large motor domain. This session explores these fears and provides an 
alternative approach to engaging children in challenging physical play that is supervised and 
supported through intentional teacher interactions. 
 
Debra L. Lawrence has over 35 years in the field of early care and education. She has presented 
workshops and seminars at the international, national, state, and local level.   Her service to the 
profession includes leadership positions involving serving a four-year term on the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children’s governing board and continuing to serve the 
organization through the Board Alumni committee. Prior to moving to Pennsylvania, Debra served as 
President of the Colorado Association for the Education of Young Children and Co-Chair of the 
Governor’s School Readiness Commission. 
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Going “Naturing:” Exploring How Outdoor Play Supports Preschoolers’ Relationships with Nature in a Nature 
Preschool – Roundtable Paper 
Deepti Kharod 
 
This session explores children’s play in natural spaces using vignettes from ongoing research at a 
nature preschool.  This qualitative case study seeks to understand how children talk about connecting 
to nature through their play, thereby adding to the emerging body of research developed from 
children’s perspectives. 
 
Deepti is a former classroom teacher of early childhood and elementary children and currently a PhD 
Candidate at the University of Texas at San Antonio. Her research interests focus on teaching and 
learning with young children, environmental education, sense of place, and ethics of care. Her current 
work allows her to play with preschoolers and learn from them about their relationships with nature. 
 
A Play of Ideas: Change, Transformation, and Unstructured Thinking in a Structured World – Organized 
Session 
Derek Paar, Peiwei Li, Gary Berte, Andrew Vincent, Emily Wilcox, Charles Jacques, & Karissa 
Spurgeon 
 
Five counseling psychology doctoral students and three faculty will present ideas from our ongoing 
(and self-organizing) conversations about play. Topics to be explored are: play elements in fantasy, 
folklore, power, and gender; use of play in individual therapeutic and community-wide interventions; 
and play within theory and philosophy. 
 
Derek Paar, Ph.D., is a professor of psychology at Springfield College where he has taught primarily 
counseling and psychotherapy courses.  He has two grown children and since they were little kids he 
has been attracted to ideas of curiosity and play and how we create meaning in what is essentially a 
limitless universe.  He maintains a small private practice dealing mostly with older people. 

Literature Review of Chinese Adults’ Perceptions of Children’s Play – Roundtable Paper 
Di Liu 
 
This presentation will summarize philosophies/theories that mainly impact Chinese adults’ views of 
play in the history, and review recent studies about Chinese parents’ and preschool teachers’ attitudes 
towards children’s play, including the western comparative studies, and Chinese studies. 
 
Di Liu is a second-year Ph.D. student in the University of Delaware, Department of Human 
Development and Family Studies. She is a Chinese student with some practical experiences in both 
Chinese and American pre-school and daycare centers with children. Her particular research interest is 
early childhood teacher training and education. Di plans to apply her education and research 
experiences from the U.S. to early childhood education and children development contexts in China. 
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Children’s Right to Play: Hispanic Teacher Candidates Learn about Play Through Active Participation in a 
Community Play Day – Roundtable Paper  
Diana H. Cortez-Castro 
 
The purpose of this presentation is to share how I created diverse opportunities for my students 
enrolled in an undergraduate course titled Environments for Children to learn about play as a human 
right.   
 
Dr. Cortez-Castro is the Program Coordinator of Teacher Education and Instructor at Texas Southmost 
College. She teaches a variety of courses in teacher education, early childhood and bilingual education. 
She is co-editor of Children's Play: Research, Reflections and Possibilities, a special project of The American 
Association for the Child's Right to Play (IPA/USA). Her research interests include: children's play, 
service learning community play days, teacher candidate's beliefs about play, and transnational play. 

Fostering Childhood Development Through Varied Play Communities: Both Natural and Technology-Enhanced 
– Organized Session 
Doris Bergen, Lena Lee, Joseph Schroer, & Darrel Davis 
 
This seminar will address how various types of play communities, including natural environments and 
technologically enhanced environments, may affect and potentially promote various areas of child 
development. Both formal and informal play communities are described and effects on moral 
development, science learning, spatial learning, and social-cultural learning are discussed. 
 
Doris Bergen is Distinguished Professor of Educational Psychology Emerita at Miami University. She 
received her PhD in Educational Psychology from Michigan State University. Her research focus has 
been on play development and humor theory, including effects of technology-enhanced toys on play, 
moral development through play, adult memories of childhood play, and gifted children’s humor. She 
also is a Miami University Distinguish Scholar and served as co-director of its Center for Human 
Development, Learning, and Technology  
 
Dr. Lena Lee is Associate Professor of Early Childhood Education at Miami University. She received 
her PhD in Early Childhood Education from the University of Illinois. Her research, teaching, and 
service focus on education and lives of often marginalized young children, investigated through the 
lens of socio-cultural contexts. Her recent preschool enrichment project is funded by PNC foundation. 
She also is the Region 5 Representative for the National Association for Early Childhood Teacher 
Educators (NAECTE). 
 
Dr. Joseph Schroer is Clinical Professor of Educational Psychology at Miami University. He received 
his PhD in Educational Studies from the University of Cincinnati. His areas of expertise include 
educational neuroscience, spatial reasoning, cooperative learning, and Rasch Modeling. His teaching 
focuses on early childhood assessment, learning theories, and EEG/ERP research methods. His research 
investigates types of brain waves elicited during play with spatial learning videogames and 
videogames of varied types using EEG and ERP technology. 
 
Dr. Darrel Davis is Associate Professor of Educational Psychology at Miami University. He received his 
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PhD in Instructional Technology and Master's degree in Computer Science from the University of 
South Florida.  His research interests intersect aspects of human development, learning, and 
technology, including study of play and its effects on such development, and teaching and learning in 
online environments, as well as on the use of technology in diverse and developing settings, including 
cross-cultural ones. 
 
The State of Play Research in the 21st Century: Revisited – Individual Paper  
Dorothy Sluss  
 
This session revisits a session that was presented in 2000.  This session seeks to build on the original 
session by providing a review of current research that is being conducted on play, compare and 
contrast past and current trends, and consider the current state of play research and implications for 
practice. 
 
Dorothy Justus Sluss, Ph.D. is a professor in the College of Education at James Madison University. She 
has written several articles on play, authored a book on play, Supporting Play: Birth to Age Eight, and co-
edited a Play and Culture Studies volume, Investigating Play in the 21st Century, with Dr. Olga Jarrett.  
She has served as the past President of TASP (The Association for the Study of Play), current treasurer 
of TASP, Past President of IPA/USA (International Play Association/USA, and served as the USA 
representative to the International Play Association triennial conference.  
 
 
I Still Play: Play in Adulthood – Individual Paper  
Emily Earl  
 
Play is an important part of the human experience. While children are often the focus of play research, 
adults’ playful pursuits create unique communities used to advance social and professional lives, 
learning experiences, and the development of relationships. 
 
Emily Earl works to advocate for play as a learning and development tool with people across the 
lifespan. She completed her Ph.D. in Educational Psychology at the University of Arizona. Her 
dissertation was an exploratory study on play and creativity among early adults in STEAM 
professions. She currently works with New York Hall of Science as a SciPlay Research Fellow. 
 
Play and Playfulness in the Scatological Themes and Language of Children’s Literature – Individual Paper  
Eva Nwokah, Vanessa Lopez, & Erin Morrison 
 
Humorous language play and cartoon-like drawings in children’s literature appeal to children in 
communities worldwide. David Pilkey’s books, with their extensive slapstick, satire, and scatological 
exaggerations, contain a delicate balance within a duality of play. This perspective is supported by an 
analysis of themes, sound and word play, and illustrations. 
 
Eva Nwokah is professor and department chair of communication disorders at Our Lady of the Lake 
University, San Antonio, Texas, the Woolfolk Endowed Chair in child language, and a licensed speech-
language pathologist. Her research and publications are in play, language and humor. She is Past-
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President of the Association for the Study of Play, a member of the International Society for Humor 
Studies, and the American Humor Association. 
 
Vanessa Lopez is a graduate student in communication disorders at Our Lady of the Lake University, 
San Antonio, Texas. She has assisted in research projects involving children’s humorous cartoon 
appreciation and also toy play in children with autism. She is interested in humor in children’s 
literature, and her research is focused on humorous story-telling in children with and without literacy 
delay. 
 
Erin Morrison is a graduate student in communication disorders at Our Lady of the Lake University, 
San Antonio, Texas. She has worked as a preschool teacher as well as an ABA therapist for children 
with autism. She obtained her undergraduate degree from Purdue University in Indiana where she 
assisted with two research projects focused on early literacy skills in preschool children and infant 
speech perception. 
 
Working with Troubled Children: The Therapeutic Power of Play – Individual Paper  
Fraser Brown 
 
Children routinely use play to deal with traumatic events in their lives. How can those of us who work 
with troubled children help them come to terms with experiences that disturb them? This presentation 
explores the underpinning philosophy of this type of work with reference to real life practical 
examples. 
 
Dr. Fraser Brown is the first Professor of Playwork in the UK. He is programme leader for the BA 
(Hons) Playwork degree at Leeds Beckett University, and specialist link tutor for their postgraduate 
play therapy courses. Before joining LBU he managed a wide range of playwork projects in both the 
statutory and independent sectors. He is well-known for his therapeutic playwork with abused and 
neglected children. He is Co-Editor of the International Journal of Play, and his recent publications 
include 101 Stories of Children Playing (2014); Rethinking Children’s Play (2013) (with Michael Patte); and 
Foundations of Playwork (2008). 
 
"I Didn't Think I Would Enjoy It": The Paradoxes of Videogame-Based Playful Community-Building for Older 
Adults – Individual Paper  
Gabrielle Lavenir 
 
A year-long ethnography of a French cultural center's videogame workshop for older adults explores 
both the dynamics of playful community-building and the agency of the workshop participants, all 
women over sixty, within those dynamics. 
 
Gabrielle Lavenir is a second-year PhD student in Concordia’s Social and Cultural Analysis program. 
Her research focuses on older women who play videogames. Though not a gamer herself, she is 
endlessly curious about people who play, especially those who defy expectations about who is allowed 
to play. She is a member of the Observatoire des Mondes Numériques en Sciences Humaines (Paris) 
and the Technoculture, Art and Games lab (Montréal).  
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Parental Beliefs and Practices about Digital Play: Examining Diverse Cultures – Organized Session 
James Johnson, Karen McChesney Johnson, Nesrin Isikoglu Erdogan,	Zhihui Qiu, & Pool Ip Dong 
 
The purpose of this organized session is to present and discuss findings concerning parents’ reported 
beliefs and practices about their children’s digital play across and within family and cultural contexts 
(Turkey, China, S. Korea, USA) in order to better understand differences and similarities related to 
parental beliefs about digital play. 
 
James Johnson is Professor of Education at Penn State with research interests on the study of play and 
cultural variables.  
 
Karen McChesney Johnson is Professor of Early Education at Penn State and teaches courses on play 
and researches the use of informal settings for early education and play.  
 
Nesrin Isikoglu Erdogan is a professor in early childhood education at Pamukkale University - Turkey. 
Her research interests include children’s play and technology. She published research articles and book 
chapters on these topics.  
 
Zhihui Qiu is a professor in early education at Jiangxi Normal University - China. His research interest 
is play and high quality early education. He has published some papers and books.  
 
Pool Ip Dong who is a doctoral candidate in Early Childhood Education at the Pennsylvania State 
University. She is also a co-author of a chapter of The Cambridge Handbook of Play: Developmental 
and Disciplinary Perspectives. Her research interests are play, technology, culture and family. 
 
Children's Play Stories – Organized Session 
Jennefer Gehringer 
 
The importance of engaging and meaningful play is essential in the classroom. This session will allow 
participants to learn how to utilize a child's play story to connect and document the rich learning that 
takes place when a child plays. Research on the work of Vivian Paley will be highlighted. 
 
Dr. Jennefer Gehringer has a doctoral degree in Reading from Widener University and is an assistant 
professor of early childhood and elementary education at Kutztown University. She taught preschool 
and kindergarten at the University's lab school for 12 years. Jennefer has visited the Reggio Emilia 
Schools in Italy and includes their philosophies in her educational practice. Her current research 
interest includes advocating for play in the classroom. 
 
What takes to be an early mathematics teacher in a play-based classroom – Individual Paper  
Jiwon Kim 

This presentation seeks to explore ways to support children's development of mathematics learning in 
a play context. This study implies that it takes community effort to transform teacher practices. 

Jiwon Kim is a Ph.D. candidate in University of Wisconsin-Madison. Her research interests include 
children's play, pedagogical tensions in early childhood classrooms, mathematics in play, and funds of 
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knowledge. 

Outdoor Play Memories – Individual Paper  
Joanna Cemore Brigden 
 
Video-recorded play memories of outdoor play of people across eight decades were analyzed for 
emerging themes from The Strong museums archive “America At Play”. These short videos cover all 
sorts of play as folks reminisce about their favorite play memories. This study looks specifically at 
memories of outdoor play. 
 
Joanna Cemore Brigden is an Associate Professor of Childhood Education and Family Studies at 
Missouri State University. She earned a B.S. in Family and Child Sciences and M.S. in Early Childhood 
Education: Theory and Practice from Florida State University, as well as a M.S. and Ph.D., in Human 
Development and Family Studies from Iowa State University. She has 25+ years of experience in the 
early childhood field and is a board member of The Association for the Study of Play and the 
International Play Association–USA. 
 
The Democratic Playground – Individual Paper  
John Sutterby 
 
A brief history of play environments developed to provide recreation for people across socioeconomic 
groups. From Boston Commons to Central Park to the Playground Movement to the Community Built 
Playground Movement. 
 
John A. Sutterby is an Associate Professor at the University of Texas San Antonio. His research 
interests include play and social justice, play and nature and outdoor environments for play. 
 
Bringing play into the architecture curriculum – Individual Paper  
Julia Jamrozik 
 
Focusing on strategies that introduce play to undergraduate and graduate students of architecture, this 
presentation makes the case that learning about play through analysis and making can augment the 
education of future architects and designers. 
 
Julia Jamrozik is an Assistant Professor at the University at Buffalo SUNY School of Architecture. She 
has worked as an Architect for at Herzog & de Meuron in Basel and taught at the ETH in Zurich. She is 
a graduate of the University of Toronto where she studied both architecture and art history and holds 
an M.Arch from the University of British Columbia in Vancouver. 
 
The Joy of Junk – Workshop/ Performance  
Julia Kroeker 
 
In this session, participants will learn about a play event hosted by the Florida SouthWestern State 
College faculty, staff, and students.  The play event was held outdoors with loose parts and was open 
to the community.  Participants will also engage in a play experience. During the session, participants 
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will engage in a play experience.  This helps them to see first-hand the benefits of play with loose parts. 
 
Dr. Julia Kroeker is Professor of Early Childhood Education at Florida Southwestern State College. She 
has nine years of experience teaching preschool and kindergarten in Nebraska. Dr. Kroeker completed 
her Ph.D. in ECE from the University of Nebraska. Her dissertation was entitled, Indoor and Outdoor 
Play in Preschool Programs: A Mixed Methods Study. She earned her MS in ECE from the University of 
Nebraska-Omaha and a BA degree in elementary education from Hastings College.  
 
Caregiver Feedback on Family Nature Play Experiences – Individual Paper  
Julia McCafferty & Rick Worch 
 
Julia McCafferty is a student in the Masters in Curriculum and Teaching program at Bowling Green 
State University.  She graduated from BGSU with a degree in early childhood education and taught 
second grade in Clarksville, TN. She is returning to Clarksville next year to teach Kindergarten. Julia is 
also a member of the 2017 TASP conference planning committee. 
 
Rick Worch is an associate professor in the School of Teaching and Learning at Bowling Green State 
University and an associate editor for the Journal of Playwork Practice.  He has an eclectic research 
agenda ranging from primate play and socioecology, to play in young children, to methods and 
strategies in science education. 

Remembering: Exploring Early Childhood Teachers' Memories of Play – Individual Paper  
Katelyn Clark 
 
Every teachers’ specific experiences of childhood play and their particular career trajectory may be 
unique, but the interconnectedness of personal play history and choices in individual pedagogical 
practice is not. This qualitative study explores the play histories of early childhood educators as a lens 
for examining how childhood play experiences may shape practice. Teachers share their personal play 
stories and reflect on their own player identities as active facilitators of play in their classrooms. 
 
Katelyn Clark, is a PhD candidate at The Graduate School of Education at Rutgers University. Before 
becoming a doctoral student, Katelyn was an educator at an arts-based pre-school, and a teaching artist 
in the New York City school system.  
 
Festivity as Playful and Creative Deviance: Exploring Transformational Festivals as Neo-Tribal Heterotopias for 
Countercultural Community Development Practice – Individual Paper  
Kevin R. Wilson 
 
Counterculture breeds popular culture.  As countercultural events, transformational festivals (i.e., 
Burning Man) are garnering more popularity across the world and attention in the mainstream. This 
session explores transformational festivals as leisure spaces, co-created for playful and creative 
deviance, cultivating countercultural community development via liberation from work-plagued 
lifestyles.    
 
Kevin is a Ph.D. student in the School of Community Resources and Development at The New 
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American University (Arizona State University).  He is a research assistant studying leisure behavior, 
and he is instructor for a freshman-level class called "Leisure and Quality of Life." His research 
interests include: leisure and quality of life; festivity and arts entrepreneurship as community 
development; and the social psychology of flow.  Particularly, Kevin is interested in leisure, play, the 
flow arts, and other transformative learning concepts that impact pilgrimage to, participation in, and 
dialogical aspects of transformational festivals.  He actively contributes as a workshop facilitator, 
volunteer, community builder, and ecstatic dancer at several transformational festivals annually across 
the U.S. with his wife, Brittany.    
 
Why School Recess? An Exploration of the Perspectives of Children and Parents in New York City – Individual 
Paper  
Keyonna Hayes 
 
This presentation explores children's play experiences in NYC schools and the perspectives of parents 
and their children on play in connection to current issues about the availability of play opportunities 
for children. 
 
Keyonna Hayes is a graduate student at The Graduate Center (CUNY) working on her Master's degree, 
Psychology of Work and Family and she is a member of the Children's Environments Research Group 
(CERG). Her current research focuses on children's play experiences in NYC schools and children's 
parents' perspectives on play. She received her Bachelor's degree in Psychology from The City College 
of New York. Her areas of interests include children's education, work-life balance and technology. 
 
Preschool Teachers’ Belief Systems about Play and School Readiness in Belize – Individual Paper  
Krysta Murillo 
 
How do preschool teachers in a developing nation, such as Belize, Central America, adopt and use play 
in their classrooms? Educational play, cultural play and games and play spaces will be discussed from 
case study research conducted on Belizean preschool teacher’s belief systems about play. 
 
Krysta Murillo is currently a Visiting Assistant Professor at The University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga, coming from Penn State University Berks campus where she taught education and 
human development courses for five years. She attended the University of Houston for her Master’s 
studies and Penn State University for her doctoral studies. Her area of focus is early childhood 
education, child development and children’s play. Her doctoral research examines cultural studies in 
childrearing and school readiness practices and play pedagogy in the developing nation of Belize, 
Central America. 
 
4R Teaching Practice: A Reggio Inspired Approach to Play using Recycled Materials – Workshop 
Laura Segatti 
 
Inspire a sense of wonder and play using recycled materials. Expand the play experience in your 
classroom by incorporating a variety of these materials that can be used in all parts of the curriculum to 
support learning. Photographs of real classroom use will showcase Reggio-inspired principles that can 
be replicated in your work with students, families and communities. 
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Laura Segatti, professor in teacher education programs at Lehigh Carbon Community College, has 
taught at the college level for over 25 years. Prior to her college level teaching, she was a director of an 
early learning center, taught young children in the classroom and presented at conferences. Articles 
that she has co-written with other faculty have been published in Young Children and Childhood 
Education. In addition to her BS in Elementary Education and a M.ED, she completed a specialized 
diploma in English Language Learners.  
 
Laughter Yoga: A Playful Therapy – Workshop/Performance  
Liza Engstrom 
 
Laughing is one of the healthiest things we can do for our bodies and minds, due to the endorphins 
released, the intake of fresh oxygen, the cardiac exercise, and the playful interactions with others. 
Learn and experience how laughter yoga improves health and energy through fun and playful 
laughter-based activities. 
 
Originally from Reno, Nevada, Liza lives in Carrboro, NC, having recently completed her Master’s 
degree in Public Health from UNC Chapel Hill’s Gillings School of Global Public Health. She currently 
works as a consultant to Advanced Wellness Systems (AWS), an employee wellness company in 
Raleigh, and teaches laughter yoga through her business Health and Happiness Align (HAHA). 
 
Element of Play® - Developing a School-Based Strategy for Strengthening the Listening and Language Skills of 
Young Children – Workshop/Performance 
Lois K. Heymann & Melissa Willock 
 
Children must learn to listen effectively to be able to sit and participate in the auditory environment of 
a school setting.  WWO’s Element of Play® programs are building the capacity of school 
administration, teachers, and parents to create a language-rich environment that supports learning 
through play.   
 
Lois Kam Heymann, M.A. CCC-SLP, is a Speech and Language Pathologist with over 30 years of 
experience working with children with listening, hearing and learning challenges and their parents. 
She is the leading authority of Auditory Processing Disorder. Lois is the author of The Sound of Hope: 
Recognizing, Coping with, and Treating Your Child’s Auditory Processing Disorder. Lois also works with 
Worldwide Orphans to develop Element of Play® curriculum and train staff both locally and 
internationally. 
 

Melissa A. Willock has been working in the field of International Development for fifteen years and is 
currently pursuing a PhD in International Psychology. Her work focuses on child development and the 
importance of play for all ages. As Chief Program Officer for Worldwide Orphans, Melissa provides 
culturally sensitive training and support to each country team. WWO'S signature program, Element of 
Play®, engages in community development through family strengthening with play as the foundation. 
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The Role of Play in Elementary Education – Organized Session 
Lora K. Hine, Beth Myers, Jenifer Wilkie, & Jenny Emerson 
 
The use of play as an educative method is virtually non-existent in upper elementary grades.  This 
session will discuss the benefits of using guided play as a strategy for teaching engineering, where 
playfulness is embedded through concepts of invention and design. Highlights from recent 
implementation efforts in a third-grade classroom will be shared. 
 
Lora Hine is Director of Educational Programs for Xraise, Cornell University, a dynamic education and 
public outreach program at the Cornell High Energy Synchrotron Source. Lora currently attends 
graduate school at Syracuse University and will complete her Ph.D. in Science Education in 2017. 
 
Dr. Beth Myers is the founder and president of Just Consulting LLC. 
 
Jenifer Wilkie is the science coordinator grades K-6 for Ithaca City School District. 
 
Jenny Emerson a third-grade teacher at Caroline Elementary School, Ithaca City School District. 
 
Students' Metacognition in Block Play:  In-School and Out-of-School Playful Contexts – Individual Paper  
Lynn E. Cohen & Janet Emmons 
 
This phenomenological study (Smith ,2016) is framed from Bronfenbrenner’s ecological systems theory 
to answer two research questions: Blockspot ®, a retail business that uses wooden unit blocks as a tool 
for all learning and play invites local public school districts serving Pre-K to 5th grade to engage in 
hands-on as well as minds-on block building experiences. The study reports on students’ 
metacognitive engagement and academic learning in an out-of-school setting as they participated in 
field trips to Blockspot ®. Results indicated that the experiential learning of block building stimulated 
metacognitive reflection and children grew as learners as they talked to each other and shared block 
building stories. 
 
Lynn Cohen is a professor in the department of special education and literacy at Long Island 
University at C.W. Post. She teaches courses at the master’s and doctoral levels. Before coming to Long 
Island University, she was a preschool, kindergarten, and literacy teacher. Publications include books, 
Play: A Polyphony of Research, Theories, and Issues, Learning Across the Early Childhood Curriculum, and 
Theories of Early Childhood Education: Developmental, Behaviorist, and Critical, several book chapters, and 
over 40 articles dealing with early childhood curricula, block play, dual language learners, vocabulary, 
and emergent literacy. 
   
Janet Emmons, Founder of Blockspot® has over 20 years’ experience in education, research and 
business. Janet's early childhood education background, school district leadership and business 
background all culminated in the creation of Blockspot®. Blockspot® is the first of its kind to marry 
education and block play within a retail concept. Blockspot® operates a 2,500-square-foot state of the 
art facility in Southampton, NY. 
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Researching Intergenerational Socio-Dramatic Play – Workshop/Performance  
Marcia L. Nell & Walter F. Drew 
 
This workshop incorporates the self-active play process to investigate the benefits of socio-dramatic 
play as a tool for promoting intergenerational play encounters. Research on the benefits of socio-
dramatic play for children will be used as the basis for a comparison between the adults' experiences 
and those of young children. 
 
Marcia L Nell, Ph.D. is an associate professor at Millersville University in Millersville, PA, where she 
teaches graduate and undergraduate early childhood education courses and supervises student 
teachers.  She serves as the Director of Research for the Institute for Self Active Education as well as a 
facilitator for the Play, Policy & Practice Interest Forum of NAEYC. Marcia is co-author of From Play to 
Practice: Connecting Teachers’ Play with Children’s Learning published by NAEYC. 
 
Walter F. Drew, Ed.D. founded the Institute for Self Active Education and creator of Dr. Drew’s 
Discovery Blocks. Since 1975 he has pioneered the development of reusable resource centers that 
provide a wealth of open-ended materials for teachers to enrich play and learning with children and 
families. He is an advocate for innovative play practices with adults. Walter is co-author of From Play to 
Practice: Connecting Teachers’ Play with Children’s Learning published by NAEYC. 
 
Risk and Resilience in Outdoor Play: How Adult Perception Impact on Trust in Children – Individual Paper  
Martin van Rooijen 
 
Notions on risk and resilience will be connected with work of known pedagogues and philosophers. 
The presentation provides different approaches towards the image of the child linking with everyday 
practice of adults supervising children's risk-taking play. There will be time to discuss for providing 
insight in may be contrasting views. 
 
Martin van Rooijen is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Humanistic Studies in Utrecht, the 
Netherlands. His primary research focus is on risk in play and resilience of children in outdoor 
environments as well as normative professionalism of pedagogues with children in their care. He is 
involved in Dutch networks on nature play, children’s playrights and is a member of the Dutch 
Korczak Foundation. 
 
Play and Change ~ Using Play as a Tool for Personal Change – Workshop/Performance 
Mary K Clark 
 
Explore how play can help you thrive when change occurs in your life!  You’ll develop a recipe for play 
that will help you engage creatively, gain perspective and focus. If time, we will discuss the question: 
Is there anything we can’t play with as individuals and in community? 
 
Mary Clark is a writer, story and play facilitator, and an oral storyteller working in the field of personal 
leadership and creativity. In 1999, she was unexpectedly offered an invitation to play and tell stories by 
an imaginary 150-pound beagle. She accepted this invitation and began working primarily as a 
teaching artist. Mary is now taking her work to new audiences - one story, one conversation, one 
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playful moment at a time.  
 
PLAY OR DIE: A Manifesto for Pursuing the Ridiculous in Theory, Philosophy and Practice – 
Workshop/Performance 
Matt Wilson 
 
Play. Community. We agree they’re important, but what does that look like in practice? I use the lens 
of the hospital clown and ‘fitness fool’ as an embodiment of play in adult communities to launch our 
inquiry and guide our sustained personal play investigations beyond the conference. 
 
Chief Ridiculous Officer at Mark Fisher Fitness, an Enchanted Club House in NYC, where his team is a 
leader in the fitness industry with equal parts ‘Ridiculous Humans’ and ‘Serious Fitness’.  Pre-med at 
Vassar College, he became a clown doctor with the Big Apple Circus Clown Care, the first professional 
hospital clown program of its kind in the U.S. He also has an Emmy Award for his contribution to the 
PBS Kids family favorite ‘Cyberchase’. 
 
“We’re Going To The Woods!” Play and Learning in an Outdoor Kindergarten Program – Individual Paper 
Michael J. Bell. & Sara E. Nyholm 
 
This presentation describes the activities of ten children and their teacher in a green kindergarten 
“classroom” of 400 acres of pastures, woodlands and creeks. The findings of this ethnography suggest 
that the kindergarten “in the woods” fosters cooperative, free play, curiosity, critical thinking, and fine 
and gross motor activities.   
 
Michael J. Bell, Ph.D. is the Professor of Early Childhood Education at West Chester University of 
Pennsylvania.  He is a long-time member of The Association for the Study of Play, the International 
Play Association, and the American Association for the Child’s Right to Play. His scholarly interests 
include, the study of play in the post-secondary liberal arts, and the physical and psychological 
benefits of play across the life span. 
  
Sara E. Nyholm is an undergraduate student in the College of Education & Social Work and a student 
in the Honors College at West Chester University of Pennsylvania. She is a student member of TASP 
and President of the local Student PSEA chapter.  She has presented at the 2016 New Jersey AEYC 
Annual Conference.  Her research is supported, in part by the Office of Research & Sponsored 
Programs at WCU. 
 
An Evolving Aspiration Toward a Global Science of Play – Individual Paper  
Michael M. Patte 
 
My presentation explores the progress of IJP in promoting a pan-cultural view on play during the past 
five years.   
 
Michael M. Patte is a Professor of Teaching and Learning at Bloomsburg University. During his 25-year 
career he has developed an interest in the fields of creativity, child development, and play and has 
shared his scholarship through publications, international and national conference presentations, and 
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advocacy projects. His latest co-edited books are Play & Culture Studies, Volume 13 & International 
Perspectives on Children’s Play. Dr. Patte is a Distinguished Fulbright Scholar, Co-editor of the 
International Journal of Play, past president of The Association for the Study of Play, board member of 
The International Council for Children’s Play, and a member of the Pennsylvania Governor’s Early 
Learning Council.  
 
Play Advocacy Project Poster Session – Poster 
Michael M. Patte, Nicole Capparell, Nicole Dunnigan, Mary Kay Gapinski-Ventra, Emily Haskell, 
Sarah Mumper, Tara Phlegar, & Alan Popadines 
 
Graduate students enrolled in the Fine Arts and Play in ECE Classrooms seminar will share the results 
of their fine arts and play advocacy projects via poster presentations. 
 
All of the graduate students are pursuing Master Degrees in Early Childhood Education or Special 
Education from Bloomsburg University. 
 
“Where the Play Is Lost”: High School ESL Teachers’ Perspectives on Playful Learning and Teaching – 
Roundtable Paper 
Misty Ferguson  
 
This study builds toward an understanding of both the need for and the constraints on implementing 
more playful, joyful learning for CLD students in high school ESL classes. Five interviewed teachers 
feel frustrated by the need to manage a “weird balance” between “what’s best for students” and 
pressure for results. 
 
Misty Ferguson is a third-year Ph.D. student at the University of Texas at San Antonio. She has taught 
ESL, ELA, and Spanish in high schools and middle schools in the US and English for Academic 
Purposes (EAP) in universities in the US and abroad. Her research interests include playful approaches 
to language teaching and learning, language play, L2 literacy, and teacher education.  
 
Play Caravan: Building Community Through Play – Roundtable Paper 
Naveen I. Thomas & Anu Thomas 
 
The session examines a program called Tackle which reaches out to under-served communities in India 
through play. The program traverses through domains of education, social development and 
governance in creating safe play spaces, breaking structural barriers and building community 
relationships through play. 
 
Naveen I. Thomas is a trained social worker. He completed his Master's and doctoral studies from Tata 
Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai. His doctoral thesis examines vulnerability in the process of 
disaster recovery. He currently leads Headstreams, an organisation that works on promoting human 
development through play. He co-ordinates Post-Graduate Diploma and Certificate Courses in Play 
and Well-being.  Naveen serves on the Board of Studies of Social Work Department in Christ 
University. He closely works with Ludowise, a learning digital game app developer to plan and 
implement the English learning games development for Arivu-Disha program of Headstreams. 
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Anu Thomas is a co-founder of ‘Tackle’ – play based initiatives as part of Headstreams and has worked 
with various underserved communities across Karnataka on enhancing self-reliance and emotional 
well-being. Her work focused mainly on working with children and youth groups on well-being and 
positive mental health through play based approaches. She manages and leads a team that works with 
over 3500 students in government schools across Karnataka to improve well-being and learning 
outcomes through play.    
 
Digital Play for Children under Three: A Turkish Example – Individual Paper 
Nesrin Isikoglu Erdogan 
 
The purpose of this session is to present and discuss findings from a research study concerning 
parental practices regarding to digital play for children under three.  The survey research results will 
be discussed in line with appropriate ways to use media technology with young children. 
 
Nesrin Isikoglu Erdogan is a professor in early childhood education at Pamukkale University. Her 
research interests include play, technology and parental beliefs and practices. She has published 
research articles and book chapters on these topics.   
 
Forest of Words, Field of Play: A Sound Playground for Word Nerds, Beat Boxers and Closet Emcees –
Workshop/Performance 
Nicole Sumner 
 
Where does the language of your work meet the sounds of your inner playground? Bring your lexicon, 
beats and sounds to a community playout of spun rhymes and swing time. In paired and group play, 
we’ll crowdsource beats/lyrics, then jam with them using conducted soundscapes and spoken word 
scores. 
 
Nicole is an international educator, playways instigator and cultural organizer. She directed the 
education arm of Delhi Poetry Slam in its first three years, leading spoken word and youth 
development workshops across India. Besides K-12 and college courses, she offers workshops on arts 
integration and Reggio-inspired, inquiry-based learning. She has won awards and grants for jazz 
vocals and composition, founded a theater program in a women’s prison, and holds Seattle’s first 
poetry grand slam title. 
 
Play Inequity: An Issue of Social Justice – Organized Session 
Olga Jarrett, Michael Patte, & John Sutterby 
 
This panel discussion/workshop concerns inequities in play opportunities for children by race and SES. 
These inequities include availability of recess, quality of playgrounds, and disparities in whether 
children have a test-driven versus playful curriculum. After the panel, there will be time for group 
discussion of needs and possibilities for advocacy. 
 
Olga S. Jarrett, Ph.D. is Professor Emerita of Early Childhood/Science Education at Georgia State 
University with teaching focus on urban education and research interests in recess, disparities in play 
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opportunities, service learning, and the influence of early play experiences on interest in science. She is 
a past president of TASP and the American Association for the Child’s Right to Play (IPAUSA) and 
author of a U. S. Play Coalition white paper on recess. 
  
Michael M. Patte, Ph.D. is Professor of Education at Bloomsburg University in Pennsylvania. He is a 
Distinguished Fulbright Scholar, Co-editor of the International Journal of Play, Past President of The 
Association for the Study of Play, and board member of The International Council for Children’s Play. 
His recent book is Brown, F. & Patte, M.M. (2013). Rethinking Children’s Play. London: Continuum 
Press. 
 

John A. Sutterby, Ph.D. is Associate Professor at the University of Texas San Antonio. His teaching 
experience includes course work in early childhood education, children’s play, bilingual education, 
and learning theory. He has published on children’s outdoor play environments, family involvement, 
and bilingual education. He is currently series editor for Advances in Early Education and Day Care 
published by Emerald. He has served two times as president for The Association for the Study of Play.  
 
Out-of-school Play and Educational Readiness – Poster  
Rhonda Peterson Dealey, DSW, LCSW 
 
Parents of kindergarten students in a suburban Midwestern U.S. school district reported on their 
children’s time in out-of-school play and related variables via the Child Play Survey.  Play variables 
were examined in relationship to teacher assessment of three domains of education readiness using the 
Illinois Kindergarten Individual Development Survey (KIDS 2015)©. 
 
Dr. Peterson Dealey is a clinical social worker with over 20 years of experience working with 
individuals and families across the lifespan.  Having worked in child protection, medical and long 
term care, and hospice care, she currently is employed as a school social worker.  Her research interests 
include play as a medium for development and social emotional well-being.  Dr. Peterson Dealey 
serves as adjunct faculty at Aurora University. 
 
Definitional Bias and Play Competency: Thoughts on Play from a Pragmatic Naturalist – Roundtable Paper 
Richard N Lansdowne 
 
Emphasizing children's activity when defining play impacts the understanding of adult play 
competency. Using John Dewey's reconstructive method, I suggest that play be thought of as a capacity 
with parallels to speech. Once re-conceived, the pervasiveness of adult play becomes apparent. 
Potentially overcoming inadequacies of adult play is then considered. 
 
Richard N Lansdowne is an independent scholar who studies philosophy and the design and play of 
games. He seeks an approach toward play as a developing liberal art. He holds degrees in accounting 
and philosophy. In addition to the play of games and ideas, he regularly plays outdoors in a 
permaculture landscape. He is employed as Finance Director of Finger Lakes ReUse in Ithaca, New 
York. 
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The Relationship Between Young Children’s Language, Creativity, Social-Cognitive Play, and Storytelling 
Abilities – Individual Paper  
Robyn M. Holmes 
 
This project investigates the relationship between young children’s language abilities, creativity social-
cognitive play, and storytelling abilities. Children completed drawing tasks, the TELD-3 and created an 
original story. Free play observations complemented these tasks. Findings suggest several connections 
between social-cognitive play, language, creativity, and storytelling abilities. 
 
Robyn M. Holmes is a Professor of Psychology at Monmouth University. Her interests include play 
and culture, the relationship between play, language, and creativity in preschoolers, and qualitative 
methods. She is the author of two books, a forthcoming text in cultural psychology, and numerous 
articles and chapters on play. These appear in the American Journal of Play, Child Studies in Asia-Pacific 
Contexts, Children’s Folklore Review, International Journal of Play, and Play & Culture Studies.   
 
Language/literacy and Self-Regulation Impacts of Structure or Unstructured Play – Roundtable Paper 
Ruth Guirguis 
 
This study looks at the interaction effects between structured and unstructured play, language/literacy 
and self-regulation. A convenience sample of 70 participants was drawn from two early childhood 
program.  Participants were tested in the spring (Time 1) and fall (Time 2) of the school year to 
measure the skill growth in the different settings.  MANOVA results were examined to observe 
interaction between type of play and language/literacy and indicated that the type of play has 
interactions effects with self-regulation and academics.  
 
Ruth Guirguis, EdD: Faculty member at Pace University, School of Education. She is a clinical assistant 
professor who teaches for both the early childhood and special education program. 
 
Creative Aging Through Improvisation in Senior Life-care Communities – Individual Paper  
Ruth Yamamoto 
 
The presentation represents individual work and potential research focusing on teaching senior adults 
improvisation at a life-care community. An audio-visual presentation of approximately 20 minutes 
could then lead to discussion. This could be done as an individual or with a group of similar topics. 
 
Dr. Ruth Yamamoto holds a PhD in education. Ruth is a teaching artist in the field of theatre arts and 
an improv consultant. Currently, Ruth works with PGCC in the Seasoned Adults Growing 
Educationally (SAGE) program. Ruth’s background and love of improvisation continues to guide her 
scholarly focus and fuel her passion. Her book, Serious Fun: The Power of Improvisation for Learning and 
Life, will be in print early 2017. 
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Children’s Play and Its Sociocultural Context in Indigenous Communities of the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, 
Colombia – Individual Paper  
S. Lynneth Solis 
 
An ethnographic study of indigenous children’s play in the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, Colombia 
will be presented. Participants will be engaged in a discussion of how studying play in diverse 
communities can broaden our theoretical understanding of play and enhance the design of authentic 
play experiences for all children. 
 
S. Lynneth Solis is a doctoral student in Human Development and Education, a graduate of the Mind, 
Brain, and Education Master’s program, and a researcher in the Causal Cognition in a Complex World 
Lab at the Harvard Graduate School of Education. Her research investigates young children’s 
exploration of scientific phenomena through object play in cross-cultural settings and the unique play 
experiences of children growing up in indigenous contexts in Latin America. 
 
A Comparative Analysis of Kindergarten and Mixed-Age (K-2) Children's Scaffolding During Symbolic Play 
Transformations – Individual Paper  
Sandra J. Stone & Brian A. Stone 
 
This study is a comparative analysis of the scaffolding of symbolic play transformations between 
kindergarten and primary mixed-age (K-2) groupings, which were coded by type and social contexts. 
The results suggest that both groupings provide collaborative social contexts for symbolic play 
transformations, but mixed ages used more and varied strategies. 
 
Dr. Sandra J. Stone, an author and speaker, is Professor Emerita at Northern Arizona University. Dr. 
Stone’s publications and research focus on multiage education, play, and literacy. She has worked 
extensively with schools and teachers internationally, particularly with multiage education. She has 
been past editor for the Journal of Research in Childhood Education and for columns in the journal 
Childhood Education. She serves on editorial boards for several international research journals. 
Dr. Brian A. Stone is a Lecturer at Northern Arizona University. Dr. Stone’s publication and research 
interests include science education, inquiry, play, multiage groupings and social studies education. He 
conducts international study tours to New Zealand and Australia and consults on multiage education. 
 
Wit, Wonder, and Whimsy: The Words of Children's Storytelling – Individual paper 
Sara E. Nyholm Michael J. Bell, Ph.D. 
 
This presentation focuses on kindergarten “storytellers” as they built fairy houses in an outdoor 
environment. The subjects told stories while building fairy houses from array materials provided by 
the researcher. Findings suggest that play associated with fairy houses evoke high levels of play, rich 
vocabulary, complex stories, and pre-literacy skills. 
 
Sara E. Nyholm is an undergraduate student in the College of Education & Social Work and a student 
in the Honors College at West Chester University of Pennsylvania. She is a student member of TASP 
and President of the local Student PSEA chapter.  She has presented at the 2016 New Jersey AEYC 
Annual Conference.  Her research is supported, in part by the Office of Research & Sponsored 
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Programs at WCU. 
 
Michael J. Bell, Ph.D. is the Professor of Early Childhood Education at West Chester University of 
Pennsylvania.  He is a long-time member of The Association for the Study of Play, the International 
Play Association, and the American Association for the Child’s Right to Play. His scholarly interests 
include, the study of play in the post-secondary liberal arts, and the physical and psychological 
benefits of play across the life span.  
 
Playful Communities? Re-examining the Purpose of Adventure Playgrounds – Individual Paper  
Shelly Newstead 
 
This paper examines the development of adventure playgrounds in the UK from original and rare 
literature written by the adventure pioneers. It challenges contemporary conceptualisations of 
adventure playgrounds as play and community spaces and proposes a return to the original rationale 
of the adventure playground pioneers. 
 
Shelly Newstead is a playwork researcher who has worked in the playwork field for over twenty-five 
years. Her research interests include the history of playwork and the nature of playwork practice. She 
is the Managing Editor of Journal of Playwork Practice, and the Vice-President of the International 
Council for Children’s Play. Shelly is also the founder of Common Threads 
(www.commonthreads.org.uk) which delivers international playwork training and publishes 
contemporary and historical playwork publications. 
 
Defeating the Dragon of Childhood Trauma: Themes of Resilience in Fairy Tales – Individual Paper 
Stephanie Goloway 
 
Fairytales are about overcoming adversity: but do they align with current models of resilience? 
Research on the protective factors for resilience found in fairy tales will be discussed. Suggestions for 
using fairytales in early childhood classrooms and teacher preparation programs to support children’s 
play while building resilience will be offered. 
 
Stephanie Goloway is a lifelong advocate for children's pretend play and storytelling, and believes in 
the power of fairytales. Her dissertation is a content analysis for themes of resilience in multicultural 
variants of fairytales. She plans to use her findings to support early childhood educators’ 
understanding of resilience and how to promote it in children, especially those impacted by trauma. 
She is Professor of Education at the Community College of Allegheny County in Pittsburgh. 
 
A Call for Trauma Informed Play Spaces – Individual Paper 
Sue Schlembach 
 
It is estimated that 1.5 million children under the age of 6 experience homelessness annually in the 
United States. During this presentation, you will gain a critical understanding of play in the context of 
a homeless shelter through narrative and visual documentation. Join in the discussion to learn how a 
trauma informed framework can be utilized to create supportive play environments capable of 
facilitating healing from traumatic events associated with extreme poverty and homelessness. 
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Dr. Sue Schlembach is a researcher at the Arlitt Center for Education, Research, & Sustainability, and 
Assistant Professor annual adjunct for the Early Childhood Education and Human Development 
Program at the University of Cincinnati. Her primary studies focus on young children's play in the 
context of homeless shelters. She is co-coordinator and an active researcher for an NSF supported 
playscape project, and is serving as interim managing editor for Children, Youth & Environments. 
 
We're Not Just Playing Around: A Workshop Focusing on Incorporating Play in the Early Childhood Classroom 
– Workdhop/Performance 
Susan Welteroth, Sarah Abbott, Alyssa Carson, Ridgely Eckhardt, Brynn Musser, & Kelly Thorn,  
 
This workshop will engage the audience in playful learning activities employed by pre-service teachers 
in their early childhood education student teaching placements.  Specific areas include kinesthetic 
strategies and teaching practices, using signals in a playful community, playful classroom transitions, 
the use of technology, and playful rewards and classroom management. 
 
Susan Welteroth is a retired elementary school principal who is currently a lecturer in education and 
Director of the Early Childhood Education Teacher Education Program at Susquehanna University. Dr. 
Welteroth teaches courses about literacy, assessment, and family and community, in addition to 
supervising student teachers. 
 
Sarah Abbott, Alyssa Carson, Ridgely Eckhardt, Brynn Musser, and Kelly Thorn are undergraduate 
students currently completing their student teaching semester at Susquehanna University. 
 
Theme and Variation: Play is One Sort of Thing - but Its Different Types Teach Different Lessons – Individual 
Paper  
Thomas Henricks 
 
The author presents his view, developed in Play and the Human Condition, that play can be seen as a 
distinctive “pathway of experience,” which features a certain set of behavior opportunities, pattern of 
meaning-construction, and function for self-development.  This paper extends that view to consider 4 
types of playful expression: manipulation, dialogue, interpretation, and exploration.  Each is analyzed 
as specific strategy of self-location; special attention given to its characteristic life-lessons.  The author 
also describes how each strategy may exhibit a supportive or combative, constructive or deconstructive 
orientation.  The resulting 8 patterns constitute an overview of how people play. 
 
Tom Henricks is Danieley Professor of Sociology at Elon University in the United States.  Much of his 
scholarship has focused on the nature of human play, particularly as that activity can be contrasted to 
other pathways for human expression, including ritual, communities, and work.  More generally, he 
studies how experience and self-awareness are socially and culturally constructed. He is the author of 
numerous writings on play, many of which have appeared in The American Journal of Play and in Play 
and Culture Studies. His most recent book is Play and the Human Condition (University of Illinois, 2015).   
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Technology Evolving in Play in Early Childhood – Individual Paper  
Tivy Whitlock, Melissa Siller, & John Sutterby 
 
Technology continues to rapidly evolve, as it evolves advocacy groups like NAEYC and The American 
Academy of Pediatrics have introduced new guidelines for screen time for children. How will this 
impact homes and schools? How can we educate schools and families about which are the best 
applications for children and what to avoid? 
 
Tivy Whitlock is an educator, children’s author, and a certified parent educator working with parents 
who are as young as 11-years-old.  Tivy is currently a Ph.D. Fellow and full-time doctoral student in 
Interdisciplinary Learning and Teaching at the University of Texas at San Antonio.  Tivy frequently 
speaks at conferences and events related to her research interests in parent engagement, effective 
guidance and discipline, parental empathy, building parent-teacher relationships, and learning 
through play. 
 
Melissa Siller is a doctoral student at the University of Texas San Antonio. Her research interests 
include mathematics, shared dialogue and technology. She is also an adjunct instructor at Trinity 
University San Antonio. 
 
John A. Sutterby is an associate professor at the University of Texas San Antonio. He has been 
attending the TASP conference since 2000. 
 
Revisiting Simon Nicholson’s Theory of Loose Parts and its Impact on Play – Individual Paper 
Tracy Keyes 
 
This presentation looks at how Nicholson’s theory has been interpreted by early childhood educators 
over the last forty years including the use of loose parts to facilitate play in young children. Research 
will also be shared on the impact of loose parts and outdoor play. 
 
Tracy Keyes is an assistant professor of early childhood education at Kutztown University, PA. 

Terms of Playfulness:  Community Conversations about Play – Individual Paper 
Vejoya Viren 
 
The study conducted in a border town of Texas attempts to create a cohesive understanding of Play 
between various community entities through surveys and interviews in an attempt to find a way of 
advocating for play opportunities for children that can be collectively realized. 
 
Vejoya Viren is an Associate Professor of Early Childhood Education at The University of Texas Rio 
Grande Valley. She is a strong advocate for Play and has presented nationally and internationally on a 
variety of subjects pertaining to early childhood peer-relationships, conflict, and play. For the past 5 
years, she has been traveling to various parts of India and Nepal conducting early childhood teacher 
workshops with an emphasis on playful learning for the very young. 
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Built Communities for Nature Play: Teachers' Voices on Children's Play Experiences – Individual Paper 
Victoria Carr, Ann Rossmiller, & Sue Schlembach 
 
Playscapes are nature-rich outdoor environments designed for play and learning. Hear what early 
childhood teachers say about playscapes and see how they are used for play by children who have 
regular access to these playful communities. This photo documentary presentation is based on NSF 
supported mixed methods research. 
 
Dr. Victoria Carr, Professor of Early Childhood Education and Human Development and Executive 
Director of the Arlitt Center for Education, Research, and Sustainability at the University of Cincinnati 
is a certified interpretive guide, Fulbright Scholar, equestrian team advisor, and an advocate for 
sustainable communities. She serves as Co-Editor of Children, Youth & Environments and studies the 
design of and children’s experiences in outdoor play and learning environments with a focus on 
research to practice. 
  
Ann Rossmiller is a first-year doctoral student in the Educational Studies Developmental and Learning 
Sciences program at the University of Cincinnati where she intends to focus her research on factors that 
influence children’s STEM learning development. With a strong interest in STEM education and child 
development, Ann is currently working on an NSF research grant with Dr. Victoria Carr that 
investigates how play in the natural environment of playscapes facilitates learning across STEM areas. 
 
Dr. Sue Schlembach is a researcher at the Arlitt Center for Education, Research, & Sustainability and 
adjunct faculty for the Early Childhood Education and Human Development Program at the 
University of Cincinnati. Her primary studies focus on how mothers perceive their children’s play and 
play environments within homeless shelters. She is co-coordinator and an active researcher for an NSF 
supported playscape project and is serving as interim managing editor for Children, Youth & 
Environments.  
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Playful Communities Presenters (alphabetical by first name) 
 

      Name of Presenter        Email of Presenter 
1. Abby Loebenberg abby.loebenberg@asu.edu 
2. Alan Popadines  
3. Alyssa Carson carsona@susqu.edu 
4. Amanda Jaksha ajaksha@nysci.org 
5. Amy Ansong aansong@masonlive.gmu.edu 
6. Andrew Vincent avincent@springfieldcollege.edu 
7. Ann Rossmiller rossmian@mail.uc.edu 
8. Anu Thomas anu@headstreams.org 
9. Bea Bailey cbeatri@clemson.edu 
10. Bernie De Koven montanm@bgsu.edu 
11. Beth Myers  
12. Brian Stone brian.stone@nau.edu 
13. Brynn Musser musserb@susqu.edu 
14. Carol Barron carol.barron@dcu.ie 
15. Carrie Lobman carrie.lobman@gse.rutgers.edu 
16. Caryn Terwilliger cterwill@bloomu.edu 
17. Charles Jacques  
18. Cris Lozon Cris.Lozon@smes.org 
19. Darrel Davis davisdr@miamioh.edu 
20. Darryl Edwards Darryl@primalplay.com 
21. David Reeks david@ludusvideos.com.br 
22. Deb Willsea debwillsea@gmail.com 
23. Debra Lawrence brainguru@aol.com 
24. Deepti Kharod deepti.kharod@utsa.edu 
25. Dinesh Raj Sharma sharmadr@jmu.edu 
26. Derek Paar dpaar@springfieldcollege.edu 
27. Di Liu diliu@udel.edu 
28. Diana Cortez-Castro diana.cortez-castro@tsc.edu 
29. Diane Parham  DiParham@salud.unm.edu 
30. Doris Bergen bergend@miamioh.edu 
31. Dorothy Sluss  slussdj@jmu.edu 
32. Emily Earl  eearl@nysci.org 
33. Emily Haskell EIG73458@huskies.bloomu.edu 
34. Emily Wilcox ewilcox@springfieldcollege.edu 
35. Erin Morrison emmorrison16fl@ollusa.edu 
36. Eva Nwokah eenwokah@ollusa.edu 
37. Fraser Brown F.Brown@leedsbeckett.ac.uk 
38. Gabrielle Lavenir gabrielle.lavenir@gmail.com 
39. Gary Berte gberte@springfieldcollege.edu 
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40. Isabel Valle Isabela.Valle@smes.org 
41. James Johnson jej4@psu.edu 
42. Janet Emmons janet@blockspotlearning.com 
43. Jenifer Wilkie  
44. Jennefer Gehringer gehringe@kutztown.edu 
45. Jenny Emerson  
46. Jim Martinez jim.e.martinez.jr@gmail.com 
47. Jiwon Kim jiwon.kim@wisc.edu 
48. Joanna Cemore Brigden joannacemore@missouristate.edu 
49. John Sutterby john.sutterby@utsa.edu 
50. Joseph Schroer schroeje@miamioh.edu 
51. Julia Jamrozik jamrozik@buffalo.edu 
52. Julia Kroeker mrs.kroeker@gmail.com 
53. Julia McCafferty jmccaff@bgsu.edu 
54. Karen Burstein karen.burstein@louisiana.edu 
55. Karen McChesney Johnson kmj2@psu.edu 
56. Karissa Spurgeon  
57. Katelyn Clark katy5878@yahoo.com 
58. Kathy Roskos roskos@jcu.edu 
59. Kelly Thorn thornk@susqu.edu 
60. Kevin Wilson krwils13@asu.edu 
61. Keyonna Hayes khayes@gradcenter.cuny.edu 
62. Krysta Murillo krysta-murillo@utc.edu 
63. Laura Segatti lsegatti@lccc.edu 
64. Laycca Umer lumer@nysci.org 
65. Lena Lee leel@miamioh.edu 
66. Liza Engstrom liza@healthandhappinessalign.com 
67. Lois Heymann loiskheymann@gmail.com 
68. Lora Hine lkh24@cornell.edu 
69. Lynneth Solis sls355@mail.harvard.edu 
70. Lynn Cohen lynn.cohen@liu.edu 
71. Marcia Nell marcia.nell@millersville.edu 
72. Marleah Blom marleahblom@hotmail.com 
73. Martin van Rooijen martin.vanrooijen@phd.uvh.nl 
74. Mary Clark maryclark@marykclark.com 
75. Mary Kay Gapinski-Ventra mg52128@huskies.bloomu.edu 
76. Matt Wilson matt@markfisherfitness.com 
77. Megan Chang chiachec@gmail.com 
78. Melissa Siller melissa@nickelranch.com 
79. Melissa Willock montanm@bgsu.edu 
80. Michael Bell mbell@wcupa.edu 
81. Michael Patte mpatte@bloomu.edu 
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82. Misty Ferguson  misty.ferguson07@gmail.com 
83. Montana Miller  
84. Myae Han myaehan@udel.edu 
85. Naveen Thomas naveen@headstreams.org 
86. Nesrin Isikoglu Erdogan nisikoglu@pau.edu.tr 
87. Nicholas Curtis curtisna@dukes.jmu.edu 
88. Nicole Capparell nc26610@huskies.bloomu.edu 
89. Nicole Dunnigan NAY55016@huskies.bloomu.edu 
90. Nicole Sumner sumnernicole@gmail.com 
91. Olga Jarrett ojarrett@mindspring.com 
92. Peiwei Li pli@springfieldcollege.edu 
93. Pool Ip Dong  
94. Reece Wilson wilsonr@jmu.edu 
95. Renata Meirelles  
96. Rhonda Peterson Dealey dealeyhome@sbcglobal.net 
97. Richard Lansdowne richard@playiterate.com 
98. Rick Worch eworch@bgsu.edu 
99. Ridgely Eckhardt eckhardt@susqu.edu 
100. Robyn Holmes rholmes@monmouth.edu 
101. Ruth Guirguis ruthguirguis@yahoo.com 
102. Ruth Yamamoto rhyamamoto62@gmail.com 
103. Sandra Stone sandra.stone@nau.edu 
104. Sara E. Nyholm SN824229@wcupa.edu 
105. Sarah Abbott abbott@susqu.edu 
106. Sarah Mumper sem51011@huskies.bloomu.edu 
107. Shelly Newstead shellynewstead@gmail.com 
108. Smita Mathur mathursx@jmu.edu 
109. Stephanie Goloway sgoloway@gmail.com 
110. Sue Schlembach schlemse@ucmail.uc.edu 
111. Susan Gannon susan.gannon22@mail.dcu.ie 
112. Susan Welteroth welteroth@susqu.edu 
113. Tara Phlegar TLP30631@huskies.bloomu.edu 
114. Thomas Henricks henricks@elon.edu 
115. Tivy Whitlock Tivy.whitlock@gmail.com 
116. Tracy Keyes keyes@kutztown.edu 
117. Vanessa Lopez vllopez2@ollusa.edu 
118. Vejoya Viren vejoya.viren@utrgv.edu 
119. Victoria Carr victoria.carr@uc.edu 
120. Walter F. Drew drwalterdrew@gmail.com 
121. Zhahui Qui  
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